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Introduction 
Climate change has had a significant impact on child and the stability of their lives worldwide. 

Not only has climate change challenged governments and other stakeholders in providing these 

children with stable lives while not actively making matters worse. Climate change continues to 

create both short and long term issues for the stability of children in many regions, especially those 

in southeast Asia, such as Vietnam and India.1 Climate change is often thought of as the increase 

in global temperatures and the disappearance of the permanent ice at the arctic. However, there are 

many other severe consequences of climate change such as the altercation and extremification of 

weather patterns leading to more harsh droughts and floods. Previous conducted studies have 

shown worrying trends and the possible consequences of climate change that will likely affect 175 

million children by natural hazard related disasters alone.2 

 

Key Terms 
Climate change: the change in climate globally generally accepted as a result of increased levels 

of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere such as carbon dioxide, ethane, methane and 

chlorofluorocarbon gases. Climate change may cause weather patterns to become less predictable, 

making it hard to maintain and grow crops in regions that solely rely on farming. It also has been 

associated with other damaging weather events such as hurricanes, floods, downpours and winter 

storms. 

Flash Floods: the swift downpour of heavy rain typically either in the floodplain or wetlands 

surrounding rivers.  

Monsoon: Usually defined as the change in precipitation and wind patterns in southeast Asia, 

where the wind becomes more aggressive and the rainfall more heavy.  

 

 
1 The United Nations Children’s Fund, The climate crisis is a child rights crisis. 06 December 2019, 

https://www.unicef.org/rosa/press-releases/fact-sheet-climate-crisis-child-rights-crisis 
2 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation, “School Safety,” UNESCO. March 

15, 2015 http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/special-themes/disaster-risk-reduction/school-

safety/ 

https://www.unicef.org/rosa/press-releases/fact-sheet-climate-crisis-child-rights-crisis
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/special-themes/disaster-risk-reduction/school-safety/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/special-themes/disaster-risk-reduction/school-safety/
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Background Information 
Maintaining the stability in children's lives plays a key role in providing the necessary environment 

that stimulates emotional, mental and physical growth such that they can mature into happy and 

productive members of society. Our main objective is to reduce adverse experiences and 

compromising so that all children are given an opportunity to grow up in a safe and healthy 

environment. However, floods have been one of the major factors preventing stability in many 

children’s lives as it is one of the largest contributors to  the domestic displacement of both children 

and adults. Floods damage the infrastructural pillars that provide stability for children such as 

schools, public transport and hospitals. As well as damaging both agriculture and pollute fresh 

water reserves leading to shortages.  

The consequences of climate change can be examined if the floods of the present are compared to 

those of 50 years ago. One example that could be examined would be the 2018 monsoon flooding 

in the southern state of Kerala in India; the most fatal flood in modern Kerala history. Killing more 

than 370 people, mostly children and displacing more than one million people. 3Furthermore, did 

the flood severely damage the local infrastructure: Damaging roads, blocking and cutting hospitals 

off from supplies, as well as polluting the groundwater, leading to severe shortages of fresh water. 

This was further worsened through the flood having eradicated major portions of the land being 

used for agriculture4. Comparing this monsoon flood to those of previous years the extremification 

of weather patterns can be observed as those of previous years where the consequences of climate 

change were yet to be felt, were nowhere near as economically cribbing or fatal as the incident in 

2018.5 

Another case of unusually intense monsoon flooding can be seen through examining the 2019 

floods in Vietnam has displaced many Vietnamese children, leaving them unable to attain fresh 

drinking water and nutritional food, while also preventing them from attending schooling, thus 

 
3 Ritter, Kayla. "Recovery Begins in Kerala, Where Historic Flooding Killed Hundreds." WaterNews, 

Circle of Blue, 5 Sept. 2018, www.circleofblue.org/2018/india/recovery-begins-in-kerala-where-historic-

flooding-killed-hundreds/.  
4 Climate Change- India, prepared by The World Bank Data, 

www.worldbank.org/en/webarchives/archive?url=httpzzxxweb.worldbank.org/archive/website01291/WE

B/0__CO-78.HTM. (Washington, DC, 2014) 
5 Climate Change- India, prepared by The World Bank Data, 

www.worldbank.org/en/webarchives/archive?url=httpzzxxweb.worldbank.org/archive/website01291/WE

B/0__CO-78.HTM. (Washington, DC, 2014) 

http://www.circleofblue.org/2018/india/recovery-begins-in-kerala-where-historic-flooding-killed-hundreds/
http://www.circleofblue.org/2018/india/recovery-begins-in-kerala-where-historic-flooding-killed-hundreds/
http://www.worldbank.org/en/webarchives/archive?url=httpzzxxweb.worldbank.org/archive/website01291/WEB/0__CO-78.HTM.
http://www.worldbank.org/en/webarchives/archive?url=httpzzxxweb.worldbank.org/archive/website01291/WEB/0__CO-78.HTM.
http://www.worldbank.org/en/webarchives/archive?url=httpzzxxweb.worldbank.org/archive/website01291/WEB/0__CO-78.HTM.
http://www.worldbank.org/en/webarchives/archive?url=httpzzxxweb.worldbank.org/archive/website01291/WEB/0__CO-78.HTM.
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robbing them of their basic human right to education. With estimates of thousands of children 

being displaced from their homes, with already 36 reported dead and many more missing.6 

Additionally has many small family owned shops and rural farms been swept away by the heavy 

flooding, resulting in even those who managed to escape unscathed being without a livelihood and 

unable to provide for their children, thus resulting in the stability that these children previously 

had being absent. 7 

When thought about first one would come to the conclusion that floods affect the wealthy and 

indigent indiscriminately, however when examined from a statistical point, it becomes obvious 

that the less fortunate children suffer a greater loss of stability, as their guardians simply can’t 

afford to rebuild and transport their children a greater distance to schooling like the affluent can.8 

Furthermore, it appears that these floods and other disasters can enable those substantial amounts 

of wealth to economically exploit the less fortunate children and adults alike as mentioned in the 

previous resolution.        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
6 Nguyen, Ly. "Red Cross responds to severe flooding in Vietnam." International Federation of Red Cross 

and Red Crescent Societies, 8 Nov. 2016. www.ifrc.org/es/noticias/noticias/asia-pacific/vietnam/red-

cross-responds-to-severe-flooding-in-vietnam-73659/ 
7 ASEAN supports the Viet Nam people affected by landslides and flash floods in the northern part of Viet 

Nam, prepared by The AHA Centre (Jakarta, Indonesia, 2017)  ahacentre.org/news/asean-supports-the-

viet-nam-people-affected-by-landslides-and-flash Accessed 19 Dec. 2019. 
8 Denchak, Melissa. "Flooding and Climate Change: Everything You Need to Know." Natural Resources 

Defense Council, 10 Apr. 2019, www.nrdc.org/stories/flooding-and-climate-change-everything-you-need-

know. Accessed 19 Dec. 2019. 

https://ahacentre.org/news/asean-supports-the-viet-nam-people-affected-by-landslides-and-flash-floods-in-northern-part-of-viet-nam/
https://ahacentre.org/news/asean-supports-the-viet-nam-people-affected-by-landslides-and-flash-floods-in-northern-part-of-viet-nam/
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Major Countries and Organisations Involved 
India: India has suffered many floods especially during the wet monsoon period, this is especially 

due to their geographical location, therefore the Government of India has shown strong 

commitment to provide local provinces with preemptive measures and has shown commitment to 

limiting the negative effects on the environment while developing.  

UNDRO: The United Nations Disaster Relief Organization has shown strong dedication towards 

providing relief to governments and regions that are affected by floods and other disasters. 

Furthermore, they have been particularly proactive about creating preemptive measures.  

Vietnam: Vietnam often suffers from flash floods and floods alike. In 2018 caused floods more 

than $24 billion worth of damages and cost more than 184 people their lives. Therefore does 

Vietnam have raised interest and has therefore shown further commitment to find effective and 

efficient solutions. 

 

Relevant United Nations Resolutions 
A/RES/55/241: Adopted by the General Assembly, on 10 April 2001. The resolution was on the 

topic of providing relief and aid to Bolivia, who were stricken by severe floods. 

- https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/433002?ln=en 

A/RES/65/136: Adopted by the General Assembly, on 15 December 2010. The resolution was on 

the topic of providing emergency and reconstruction assistance to flood and hurricane stricken 

virgin islands.  

- https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/701283?ln=en 

A/RES/53/1[A]: Adopted by the General Assembly, on 01 October 1998. The resolution was on 

the topic of assisting Bangladesh in the wake of the devastating floods. 

- https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/260864?ln=en#record-files-collapse-header 

 
 

https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/433002?ln=en
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/701283?ln=en
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/260864?ln=en#record-files-collapse-header
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Previous Attempts to Solve the Issue 
There have been a couple attempts previously to solve the solution, one of them being river 

management, however this has not been effective, due to a variety of factors, however the result 

being inadequate management.  River defenses have also been attempted to some success such as 

utilizing bunds, reservoirs and leaves as a means of preventing rivers from bursting through their 

banks and flooding the surrounding urban and industrial areas.9 Another project took place in 

Venice, where the city spent more than $6 billion on a flood-barrier system, MOSE, which 

encompassed a system of steel gates along three inlets in the lagoon. These gates would be lifted 

during high tides, ranging to 3.6 feet above sea level. Due to the acts of former mayor Giorgio 

Orsoni, the budget of the project ran dry and failed to provide protection from tides up to 10 feet 

tall. On November 14th of 2019, an extreme high tide inundated 85% of Venice, drowning out 

parts of the city in 6 feet of water. Schools were closed and children had to be carried alongside 

the elderly.10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
9 Quantification of increased flood risk due to global climate change for urban river 

management planning, prepared by The US National Library of Medicine National Institutes of 

Health (Bethesda, MD, 2011)  https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22049726 
10 Justine Calma “Venice’s historic flooding blamed on human failure and climate change,” The 

Verge, November 14th 2019. https://www.theverge.com/2019/11/14/20963878/venice-high-tide-

climate-change-flood-barrier-sea-levels 

https://www.powerthesaurus.org/inadequate/synonyms
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22049726
https://www.theverge.com/2019/11/14/20963878/venice-high-tide-climate-change-flood-barrier-sea-levels
https://www.theverge.com/2019/11/14/20963878/venice-high-tide-climate-change-flood-barrier-sea-levels


7 
 

Possible Solutions 
There are several different possible solutions to limit the consequences of flooding due to climate 

change. Preventing it as a whole is not possible, but they are ways to prepare for or lessen their 

impact. 

Flood Preparation 

For the safety of children, FEMA (Flood Map Service Center) advise people to plan and practice 

following an evacuation route and identify where you will take shelter in the case of a flood. 

Furthermore, they recommend to assemble an emergency supply kit that acts as a ration pack, 

meaning that it stores food, bottled water, first-aid supplies, medicines and a battery-operated 

radio. People can also protect their homes from flooding, even though relocation may stand as the 

best option. People can keep gutters and drains free of debris, safeguarding indoor utilities and 

outdoor equipment by elevating electrical and heating systems and raising the structure of a 

house.11 

Flood Prevention 

The NRDC works to encourage the adoption of green infrastructure in cities after noting that nearly 

10 trillion gallons of untreated stormwater washes off paved surfaces, through sewer systems and 

into waterways. They push for changing the design of rooftops, building rain gardens and planting 

trees, all to capture rainwater where it falls. By collecting rain and allowing it to evaporate and 

soak back into the earth, the risks of stormwater pollution and flooding all decrease.12 

 

 

 

 

 
11 Denchak, Melissa. "Flooding and Climate Change: Everything You Need to Know." Natural 

Resources Defense Council, 10 Apr. 2019, www.nrdc.org/stories/flooding-and-climate-change-

everything-you-need-know. Accessed 19 Dec. 2019. 
12 Valderrama, Alisa. "Encourage Green Infrastructure," Natural Resources Defense Council, 11 

Feb. 2015, https://www.nrdc.org/issues/encourage-green-infrastructure. Accessed 11 January. 

2020. 

https://www.nrdc.org/issues/encourage-green-infrastructure
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