
1 
 

BIGMUN 2020 

United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF)  

Research Report 

Topic 2: The Question of Protecting Youth from Economic Exploitation 

 

 

Gustav Enke and Viktor Franzen 



2 
 

Introduction 
Child exploitation has been an issue throughout all of history, however, became especially 

discernible after the industrial revolution, as cheap unskilled manual labour was demanded. As 

more remunerative alternatives were available for most adults and lacklustre legislation being in 

place to protect vulnerable impoverished children, child labour quickly became an inexpensive 

way for factory owners to increase production while keeping production costs down. Furthermore, 

procurers realized the demand for young underage women for their wealthy customers. 

Additionally, the exploitation of child labour was further utilized by early industrialized nations 

such as the United Kingdom, to colonize countries and amas vast amounts of wealth through the 

economic exploitation of children and men alike in their colonies, one such case of this would be 

the exploitative nature of the labour at the tea plantations in India during the 17th and 18th hundreds. 

The effects of the exploitative labour can still be felt in India and other past colonies such as 

Senegal.  

 

Key Terms 
Economic exploitation: The concept of a government or corporation unfairly profiting from the 

production, distribution or production of a given good through impending the workers income or 

entitlement.  

Child labour: Child labour is any type of work that is considered to damage either physical or 

mental health. However, Child labour is also considered to be anything that hinders the child’s 

ability to attended schooling. 

- Child work: Child work being any type of work that is considered not to damage physical 

or mental health, while allowing the child to attend. This type of work is often encouraged 

as it can help develop children, cases of this would be cutting the grass for the family or 

helping out in the family business.  

- Sweatshop: is a factory or workplace where the conditions are hazardous, often littered 

with dangerous machinery, long hours and unpaid work. Children are often forced to work 

here in order to put food on the table for their family. The name “sweatshops” originating 

from the infamous sport clothing giants who provided appealing work conditions for their 

workers. 

- Child begging: the exploitation or enslavement of young children as a means of generating 

revenue, through having the children beg in the busy shopping streets of major cities.    
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Background Information 
Protecting the youth for economic exploitation has been an issue that both the United Nations and 

many governments have struggled to find an adequate solution to. This could be due to the fact 

that there is no single way that children currently are being exploited. Children are however, being 

economically exploited through child labour, child begging and sexual exploitation.   

Child labour is one of the most commonly known forms of child exploitation, while it has mostly 

been proscribed, there are still some governments that passively allow it to occur and many 

corporations that take advantage of this. An ongoing case of this would be the current lawsuit 

against Tech giants: Apple, Tesla, Google and Microsoft.1 The lawsuit filed by the International 

Rights Advocates (IRA) blames said Tech giants for enabling the economic exploitation of 

children in the cobalt mines in the Democratic Republic of Congo. Another case of this would be 

the rampant child exploitation in the sweatshops in Bangladesh, an estimated 1.2 million children 

between the age of 5-14 are working strenuous agricultural jobs in the rural areas or are working 

in sweatshops in the urban areas.2 

Child Begging has become a growing issue as it presents with an entirely new form of economic 

exploitation, due to the obscure nature of this kind of exploitation it works, as kind tourists and 

locals alike donate to the impoverished children thinking they are helping them. This form of 

economic exploitation allows the modern enslavement of kids, and relatively large amounts of 

revenue to be unfairly generated for the culprit. Child Begging has been abnormally rampant in 

India, this could be due a significant number of impoverished children living concentrated in cities 

with relatively high amounts of wealth compared to other nations that also suffer from child 

begging. 3  Furthermore, child begging has also been appallingly rampant in Senegal, where 

children are often physically abused if they do not meet their daily begging quotas.4 

Sexual exploitation as a means of economic exploitation can be narrowed down to two different 

types of exploitation: Online child prostitution and sexual child abuse. Online child prostitution 

being the act of a wealthy individual typically from a more developed nation pays for certain sexual 

acts to be performed in front of a webcam. However, the more commonly known form of child 

prostitution still occurs at a frightening rate. One case of this would be the construction of stadiums 

for sports events such as the FIFA world cup or the Olympic games, these occasions demand large 

 
1 IANS. "Apple, Google among tech firms sued over child labour." The Economic times, 18 Dec. 2019, Apple, 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/tech/ites/apple-google-among-tech-firms-sued-over-child-

labour/articleshow/72866910.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst  

2 "Child Labour in Bangladesh." International Labour Organisation, ILO, 

2016, www.ilo.org/dhaka/Areasofwork/child-labour/lang--en/index.htm. Accessed 16 Dec. 2019. 

3 Anti-Slavery International. Time for Change: A call for urgent action to end the forced child begging of talibés in 

Senegal. Anti-Slavery International, 2011. Save the Children's Resource 

Centre, resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/library/time-change-call-urgent-action-end-forced-child-begging-talibes-

senegal. Accessed 18 Dec. 2019.  
4 Patuma. "Street begging: a major cause of violence against children in Malawi." Child Helpline International, 6 

Mar. 2019, www.childhelplineinternational.org/youth/blog-youth/street-begging-major-cause-violence-children-

malawi/. Accessed 6 Jan. 2020.  

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/tech/ites/apple-google-among-tech-firms-sued-over-child-labour/articleshow/72866910.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/tech/ites/apple-google-among-tech-firms-sued-over-child-labour/articleshow/72866910.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://www.ilo.org/dhaka/Areasofwork/child-labour/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.childhelplineinternational.org/youth/blog-youth/street-begging-major-cause-violence-children-malawi/
http://www.childhelplineinternational.org/youth/blog-youth/street-begging-major-cause-violence-children-malawi/
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short-term supply of construction workers. With this construction work either being completed 

through child labour or through construction workers who statically have a tendency to turn to 

commercial and underage sex.5Recently the United Nations peacekeepers have been accused of 

tolerating the sexual exploitation of both children and women; with 39 reports of sexual 

exploitation or abuse.6 

 

Major Countries and Organisations Involved 
China: China has in the past been accused of economically exploiting their youth, however 

through their program to eliminate extreme poverty the levels of child labour has drastically 

declined the last 10 years. While still some levels of child labour exist in china it is no longer a 

rampant issue.  

The European Union (EU) has been a vocal advocate for the rights of children and the immorality 

of economically exploiting them.   

United Nations (UN) has been a vocal advocate for the abolishment of child labour globally, 

however, has recently been accused of enabling child exploitation through the United nations 

peacekeepers.  

African Economic community has a rampant problem with child exploitation explicitly child 

labour and child prostitution. As there are practically no laws protecting children from working 

long hours.    

Senegal and India currently struggling with how to deal with the epidemic that child begging is.  

10% of children between 5-14 working in India and 22% of children between 5-14 working in 

Senegal.  

Anti-Slavery International has been a vocal advocate for the abolishment of child labour 

globally, expressly the extreme cases of child labour turning into forced labour or modern day 

slavery.  

Amnesty International are heavily invested in eliminating all forms economic exploitation 

against children as they believe that it is a serious infraction against the principals in which 

Amnesty international was funded upon.  

 
5 Brackenridge, Celia, et al. Child Exploitation and the FIFA World Cup: A review of risks and protective 

interventions. Brunel University, 2013. Save the Children's Resource Centre, Brunel 

University, resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/library/child-exploitation-and-fifa-world-cup-review-risks-and-

protective-interventions Accessed 20 Dec. 2019. 
6 Peace and Security. " Sexual exploitation and abuse: latest UN quarterly update." UN News, United Nations, 5 

Sept. 2019, news.un.org/en/story/2019/09/1045722. Accessed 19 Dec. 2019. 
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Relevant United Nations Resolutions 
Resolution 2011/33 Discussing “prevention, protection and international cooperation against the 

use of new information technologies to abuse and/or exploit children”  

https://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/docs/2011/res%202011.33.pdf 

Resolution 2008/33 Discussing the child trafficking and exploitation; 

https://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/docs/2008/resolution%202008-33.pdf 

 

Previous Attempts to Solve the Issue 
Attempts have previously been made primarily on a national scale instead of a global scale. China 

has for example made great progress towards ending and limiting the economic exploitation of 

children through eliminating the economic need of those who previously needed it.7Furthermore 

from 2001 to 2011 a steep decline in child labour can be spotted in India, as India industrializes 

more and more, however this attempt to solve the problem seems to only have migrated it to the 

urban areas, as there has been a vast increase in the urban economical exploitation of children.8 

However, on a more global scale the united nations have previously attempted to improve the 

conditions for young children and adults with the goal to abolish such injustices. The united nations 

and UNICEF have acted as forum and an advocacy group spreading awareness and informing 

consumers, that through the consumption of particular products they were promoting child 

exploitation to the suppliers.9  

 

 

 

 

 
7 Karlsson, David. Child- rights and Corporate Social Responsibility In China. Center for Child Rights and 

Corporate Social Responsibility, 2011. Save the Children's Resource Centre, Center for Child Rights and Corporate 

Social Responsibility, resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/library/child-rights-corporate-social-responsibility-china-

introduction. Accessed 19 Dec. 2019. 
8 "FACT SHEET: Child labour in India." International Labour Organisation, ILO, 8 June 2017, 

www.ilo.org/newdelhi/whatwedo/publications/WCMS_557089/lang--en/index.htm. Accessed 19 Dec. 2019.  
9 General Assembly. "Urgent Action Needed to Protect Children from Forced Labour, Other Forms of Exploitation, 

Special Mandate Holders Tell Third Committee." United Nations, UN, 13 Oct. 2016, 

www.un.org/press/en/2016/gashc4169.doc.htm. Accessed 8 Jan. 2020.  

 

 

https://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/docs/2011/res%202011.33.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/docs/2008/resolution%202008-33.pdf
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Possible solutions 
There are many possible solutions that either entirely prevent or limit the economic exploitation 

of children. Specifically, legislation could be passed that would force employers and suppliers to 

either completely abolish all forms of child labour, or at a minimum identify those workers who 

are underage and reduce their hours. Furthermore, large industrial companies that largely depend 

upon child labour to maintain low costs of production could either improve working conditions 

such that hazardious working enviroments may be limited or be subjected to regular inspections 

from an outside investigative agency that would carry risk assessments out.  
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