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Introduction: 

  Sustainable development cannot be achieved without gender equality and a meaningful 

enhancement in women’s political participation urged states to prevent and address gender-related 

violence against women and girls. Around the world women and girls of all ages are made victims 

of crimes as a result of their gender, and no country has yet ended discrimination against them. 

Therefore, the question of implementing measures against gender-related crimes targeting women 

and girls is very important. While inequality still dominates many parts of the world, the attempts of 

solving the problem are countless, and have not yet worked successfully. 

 

Definition of Key Terms: 

Sex: “Sex” refers to the biological and physiological characteristics that define men and women. 

Gender: In the following, Gender refers to the to the biological sex, male or female.1 

Gender related crimes: “Gender related crimes” are those committed against persons, whether 

male or female, because of their sex and/or socially constructed gender roles. Gender-related crimes 

are not always manifested as a form of sexual violence. They may include non-sexual attacks on 

women and girls, and men and boys, because of their gender.2 

The International Criminal Law (ICL): International criminal law is relatively new and deals 

with the criminal responsibility of individuals for the most serious of human rights and international 

humanitarian law violations. The main categories of international crimes are war crimes, crimes 

against humanity, genocide and the crime of aggression. Furthermore, ICL provides for criminal 

sanctions that apply to all perpetrators. This includes those who are involved in the planning and 

authorization of such acts as well as those who directly commit the crimes.3 

 

 

 
1“Policy Paper on Sexual and Gender-Based Crimes” 

2 Ibid 

3 Diakonia, https://www.diakonia.se/en/IHL/The-Law/International-Criminal-Law1/  

 

https://www.diakonia.se/en/IHL/The-Law/International-Criminal-Law1/
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Background Information: 

 When the women's liberation movement (WLM), who gathered peace across the world in 

the late 1960s, the United Nations responded by designating 1975 the first-ever international 

women’s year. During the same year, the UN organized the world’s first “World conference on 

women” in Mexico City. At the Fourth World Conference on Women in 1995, the attending 

governments adopted the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action which formed a global 

commitment to achieving equality, development, and peace for women worldwide.  

  The Universal Declaration of Human Rights and Convention on the Elimination of all 

Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) do enforce certain special rights and privileges 

for women. But even though numerous global commitments do exist, it is eye-opening that only 44 

countries have laws against domestic violence, only 17 countries have made marital rape a criminal 

offence, and only 27 countries have passed laws on sexual harassment.4 Not only can sexual 

harassment cause injury of a permanent character, both psychically and mentally, but back in 

October, 2019, a 19-year-old girl in Bangladesh died after burning alive for reasons of refusing to 

drop sexual harassment charges against principal. Bangladeshi “activists say many victims who 

report sexual violence in Bangladesh suffer backlash”.5 A month later, a man is charged in sexual 

assault and murder on UIC student in USA.6  

This is a serious matter that happens every day in every country and while a great number of 

countries have laws against the act of sexual assault and violence, many of them are insufficient, 

inconsistent, and not systematically enforced which is showed in that only 9% of rapists in the US 

get prosecuted and only 3% of rapists will spend a day in prison. 97% of rapists in the United States 

will walk free.7 This is only one of the big struggles because many women who experience sexual 

violence rarely report or come forward about their incidences, exact rape statistics are challenging 

to obtain. Therefore, it is challenging to report exact numbers on how the Beijing Declaration and 

Platform for Action, among other actions taken, have affected the world or how many women and 

girls who have been a victim of a gender-related crime.  

 

4 Bridgewater university, Journal of international Women’s studies, Gender Based Violence in India: A Never-ending 

Phenomenon 

5 South China morning post, October 24, 2019, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4a4hYmUuqUk  

6 WGN News, November 26, 2019, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MCaS7mEq0Cs  

7 Rape Statistics By Country 2019 

https://vc.bridgew.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1485&=&context=jiws&=&sei-redir=1&referer=https%253A%252F%252Fscholar.google.dk%252Fscholar%253Fhl%253Dda%2526as_sdt%253D0%25252C5%2526as_vis%253D1%2526q%253Dgender%252Bbased%252Bviolence%252Bin%252Bindia%2526oq%253Dgender%252Bbased%252Bviolence%252B#search=%22gender%20based%20violence%20india%22
https://vc.bridgew.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1485&=&context=jiws&=&sei-redir=1&referer=https%253A%252F%252Fscholar.google.dk%252Fscholar%253Fhl%253Dda%2526as_sdt%253D0%25252C5%2526as_vis%253D1%2526q%253Dgender%252Bbased%252Bviolence%252Bin%252Bindia%2526oq%253Dgender%252Bbased%252Bviolence%252B#search=%22gender%20based%20violence%20india%22
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4a4hYmUuqUk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MCaS7mEq0Cs
http://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/rape-statistics-by-country/
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  Although the source of faults is many, it is still estimated that approximately 35% of women 

worldwide have experienced some form of sexual harassment in their lifetime, anno 2019.8 

Additionally, in the majority of countries that have data available on rape, the data shows that less 

than 40% of women who experience sexual violence seek help and less than 10% seek help from 

law enforcement. As a result, it has showed that, women who experience physical or sexual abuse 

are twice as likely to have an abortion, and the experience nearly doubles their likelihood of falling 

into depression. 

 

Major Countries and Organizations Involved: 

India – With some of the highest numbers of gender-related crimes, India is considered the world's 

most dangerous country to be a female citizen. In 2017, more than 32 500 cases of rape were 

registered with the police, about 90 a day, according to the most recent government data. In New 

Delhi, a rising trend was noticed for crimes against women with the rate ranging from 204.6 in 2016 

to 308.8 in 2020 per 100 000 women.9 Furthermore, during the year of 2017, Indian courts disposed 

of only about 18,300 cases related to rape, leaving more than 127,800 cases pending at the end of 

2017.10 

 

Pakistan – The Pakistan Demographic and Health Survey in 2012-2013 showed that 32 percent of 

women have experienced physical violence in Pakistan and 40 percent of ever-married women have 

suffered from spousal abuse at some point in their life.11 But according to UNEPA Pakistan, these 

numbers do not illustrate the full extent of the case, UNEPA claims that one in two Pakistani 

women who have experienced violence never sought help or told anyone about the violence they 

had experienced.12 

The government of Pakistan has passed numerous laws to prevent gender-related violence and 

support the ones who is affected by it. “The many laws and attempts only have a conviction rate of 

1-2.5 percent for violence against women.”13 

 

 

8 Rape Statistics By Country 2019 

9 WHO, Gender-based violence in New Delhi, India 

10 Reuters, Statistics on rape India and some well-known cases 

11 UNEPA Pakistan, https://pakistan.unfpa.org/en/topics/gender-based-violence-6 

12 Ibid 

13 Ibid 

http://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/rape-statistics-by-country/
http://www.emro.who.int/emhj-volume-25-2019/volume-25-issue-4/gender-based-violence-in-new-delhi-india-forecast-based-on-secondary-data-analysis.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-india-rape-factbox/statistics-on-rape-in-india-and-some-well-known-cases-idUSKBN1YA0UV
https://pakistan.unfpa.org/en/topics/gender-based-violence-6
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South Africa – With 132.4 reported rape incidents per 100,000 citizens, in 201914, South Africa is 

the country in the world that is most affected by gender-related crimes. These numbers are only the 

reported incidents and it is estimated that 500,000 rapes are committed annually in South Africa. 

Although the Parliament of South Africa enacted the Criminal Law (Sexual Offences and Related 

Matters) Amendment Act in 2007 attempting to amend and strengthen all laws dealing with sexual 

violence, the rates of reported rape, sexual abuse of children and domestic violence have continued 

to rise. In 2009, a report by the Medical Research Council (MRC) showed that more than 25 percent 

of South African men have raped; of those, nearly half said they had raped more than one person15, 

furthermore, it showed that for every 25 men accused of rape, only one is convicted of the crime. 

 

United Kingdom – United Kingdom has led the charge against conflict-related sexual violence for 

several years. London will be hosting the Preventing Sexual Violence in Conflict Initiative 

International Conference on the theme “Time for Justice:  Putting Survivors First”. Among the 

priorities is to tackle the stigma faced by survivors, secure justice for them and shatter the culture of 

impunity by holding perpetrators to account.16 

 

International Criminal Court (ICC) – An intergovernmental organization that has the jurisdiction 

to prosecute individuals, who have committed international crimes. The ICC is primarily intended 

to complement existing national judicial system, therefore, the ICC is only used in under certain 

conditions. 

 

United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) – UNFPA is an UN-organization, which process 

questions regarding population and development. 

 

Relevant UN Resolutions: 

Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, 1995. Adopted during the Fourth World Conference 

on Women, and creates a global commitment to achieving equality, development and peace for 

women worldwide.  

Available at: www.un.org  

 
14 World population review, Rape Statistics By Country 2020 

15 One in four men rape 

16 General Assembly, Seventy-fourth Session, October 2019 

https://www.un.org/en/events/pastevents/pdfs/Beijing_Declaration_and_Platform_for_Action.pdf
http://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/rape-statistics-by-country/
http://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/report/84909/south-africa-one-four-men-rape
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Resolution 2467, Security Council, 2019 

Available at: undocs.org 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

Available at: www.ohchr.org  

Article 3 

- Everyone has the right to life, liberty and the security of person.  

Article 4  

- No one shall be held in slavery or servitude; slavery and the slave trade shall be prohibited 

in all their forms.  

Article 7  

- All are equal before the law and are entitled without any discrimination to equal protection 

of the law. All are entitled to equal protection against any discrimination in violation of this 

Declaration and against any incitement to such discrimination.  

Previous Attempts to Solve the Issue: 

Previous attempts to solving the issue of implementing measures against gender-related 

crimes targeting women and girls have been set in motion by various individual governments as 

well as the United Nations. National strategies with different ways of fighting inequality have been 

trying to educate and secure governmental support for victims, and thereby equalize the status of 

men and women. 

 

In 2009, the United Nations World Health Organization promoted gender equality to prevent 

violence against women. School-based, community, and media interventions, to challenge gender 

norms and attitudes and try to raise awareness throughout society of violent behavior towards 

women and how to prevent it, were introduced.  

 

https://undocs.org/S/RES/2467(2019)
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/UDHR/Documents/UDHR_Translations/eng.pdf
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UNFPA still works in schools to promote gender-responsive and age-appropriate life skills-

based education for in and out of school youth, covering topics such as equality, respect and rights 

of both boys and girls. 

 

Possible Solutions: 

UN Secretary-General, António Guterres, stated that “Sexual violence against women and 

girls is rooted in centuries of male domination. Let us not forget that gender inequalities that fuel 

rape culture are essentially a question of power imbalances”. The United Nations is therefore 

forced to establish new norms in the population to equalize the status of men and women. 

Especially by targeting the kids in the early school ages, with a special focus on boys and young 

men.  

Another area that could be brought to attention could be increasing women’s percentage in 

politics. By example securing top government positions and help increasing the sentence for 

gender-related crimes in all countries.  

But not only would the United Nations have to equalize the status of men and women. But they 

should also encourage women and girls to talk and tell their stories by making campaigns like 

#MeToo that was influencing worldwide. Due to this UN will normalizing the talk about rape in 

order to remove the taboo and encourage employers to send “a clear message that sexual 

misconduct is never acceptable and effective policies need to be implemented that address 

predatory sexual misbehaviour and hold perpetrators fully to account”.17 Thereby the UN will be 

able of taking the cases away from the lamplight and remove the sensationalism of such gender 

related crimes on tv.  

 

Bibliography: 

International Crime Court, The Office of the Prosecutor, “Policy Paper on Sexual and Gender-

Based Crimes”,  June 2014, https://www.icc-cpi.int/iccdocs/otp/OTP-Policy-Paper-on-Sexual-and-

Gender-Based-Crimes--June-2014.pdf 

 

General Assembly, Seventy-fourth Session, October 2019, 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/gashc4262.doc.htm  

 
17 Elks 

https://www.icc-cpi.int/iccdocs/otp/OTP-Policy-Paper-on-Sexual-and-Gender-Based-Crimes--June-2014.pdf
https://www.icc-cpi.int/iccdocs/otp/OTP-Policy-Paper-on-Sexual-and-Gender-Based-Crimes--June-2014.pdf
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/gashc4262.doc.htm


Page 7 of 6 

 

 

https://www.endfgm.eu/resources/international/beijing-declaration-and-platform-for-action/  

 

International Criminal Court, Sexual and gender based crimes, 

http://www.coalitionfortheicc.org/sexual-and-gender-based-crimes  

 

Wells, Matt; UN News, https://news.un.org/en/audio/2018/03/1004462  

 

UNEPA Pakistan, Gender-based crimes, https://pakistan.unfpa.org/en/topics/gender-based-

violence-6  

 

Elks, Sonia, ”Over 50% of British women have suffered sexual harassment while at work or place 

of study - so why is it still going unreported”, October 16, 2019, 

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2019/10/sexual-harassment-work-study/  

 

World population review, Rape Statistics By Country 2020, 

http://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/rape-statistics-by-country/  

https://www.endfgm.eu/resources/international/beijing-declaration-and-platform-for-action/
http://www.coalitionfortheicc.org/sexual-and-gender-based-crimes
https://news.un.org/en/audio/2018/03/1004462
https://pakistan.unfpa.org/en/topics/gender-based-violence-6
https://pakistan.unfpa.org/en/topics/gender-based-violence-6
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2019/10/sexual-harassment-work-study/
http://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/rape-statistics-by-country/

