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Introduction:  
 With global warming in rapid effect, the melting of ice caps in the Arctic region has 
reached an unimaginable pace. As this great sheet of ice that stood for hundreds of centuries 
commences its demise, global superpowers are getting ready to exploit the region gleaming 
with an untouched treasure of resources. Mankind has been dissolving nature for extended 
period of time, and in this process we’ve created conflict amongst ourselves as well. In 
accordance to the UN, “this committee deals with disarmament, global challenges and threats 
to peace that affect the international community and seeks out solutions to the challenges in 
the international security regime.” The rising interest in the Arctic has prepared several 
nations to militarize the region as a territorial claim, thereby giving rise to the possibility of 
military engagement or violence between nations. 
 
Definition of Key Terms: 
 The following terms form the foundation of the issue at hand: 
Militarization: The process of equipping oneself with arms and weapons, generally in 
preparation for war or emergency 
The Arctic: An undefined region of ice surrounding the North Pole, generally considered as 
the region under a line of latitude about 66.5° north of the Equator.1  
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ): is a sea zone prescribed by the 1982 United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea over which a state has special rights regarding the 
exploration and use of marine resources, including energy production from water and wind. 
 
Background Information: 
 Until recently, the Arctic was depicted as an isolated and remote area defined by its 
harsh climate and ice-choked waters2. Global warming has facilitated the melting process of 
the ice caps in the region, engendering new opportunities for trade and resource exploitation. 
The region has become more open and hospitable due to the melting and has thereby lead to 
an increased number of territorial claims from major countries around the world. However, 
the event of proposing territorial claims in this region isn’t new. 
The Arctic has been a region of interest since the ancient periods of Viking voyaging and 
explorations; the Vikings colonized several Arctic territories including Greenland, Alaska, 
and Canada. Today, the region possesses overlapping claims from several states but there are 
no defined boundaries or documentations of ownership.  
 Modern Explorations 
Since the 12th century, Europe has experienced a period of rapid change in terms of the 
development of healthcare & sanitation to improve life expectancy and population alongside 
urbanization. The medical and agricultural revolution had significant impacts throughout 
Europe, influencing the abilities and motives of the respective nations; the period was 
characterized by a significant increment of trade related activities. With the ability to reach 
farther places, societies invested time and money in search of efficient means of travelling 
from one place to another in search of trade; Europe’s increasing interest in the prosperous 

 
1 https://www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/arctic/ 
2 https://worldpolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Summer15_16-17_MapRoom.pdf 
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Asian markets of India, Malaysia, and China. Many expeditions were undertaken by 
European sailors to navigate a route to Asia, including the names of John Cabot and James 
Cook. 

Contemporary Exploration 
Technology developed to a greater extent through the industrial revolution which enabled the 
increase of production, leading to the seeking of new markets and raw materials sources. This 
demand for resources began an imperialist race amongst the European countries-marked by 
competition among the capitalist countries- which lead to World War I. Under such 
circumstances, Arctic exploration missions because even more essential to control new routes 
and to reach new markets. During World War II, the Arctic became a key strategic region as it 
formed the supply route for the Allies; it facilitated the transport and lending of aid and arms 
between powers such as the USSR and the USA3. The establishment of the area as a trading 
region invited tension from the opponents of the USSR: Nazi Germany. 
The tension around the region continued to extend beyond WWII, into the Cold War as well. 
Down the 1940s, the Arctic region experienced a near total transformation in strategic and 
political significance. The central significance that is attributed to the region arises from its 
purpose of maintaining a connection between two the world’s greatest superpowers: USA and 
the USSR. The Arctic remained an important region of connection between these two 
countries through the 1950s; it became a larger stage for tight military escalation, for the 
development, testing, and production of the Intercontinental Ballistic Missile (ICBM), nuclear 
power, and other armed systems. This demonstrates the value of the Arctic with regards to the 
formation of important relationships between multiple nations, not just the USA or the former 
USSR. 

Activity since the 1990s 
The demise of the Soviet Union lead to the decommissioning of the submarines intended for 
the facilitation of trade between the USA and the USSR. This was a significant change the 
military status of the region, and the end of Cold War lead to a shift in priorities as nations 
now focused on urbanization and economic development. With so much historical activity in 
the region, the ice-packed Arctic became increasingly ice-free; this was an indication to 
several countries as an opportunity to capitalize on a resource-bank. Countries including 
China, Russia, USA, Denmark, Norway, Canada, and Finland have all laid claims to possess 
territory in the region while several have already commenced military operations there as 
well. The economic profitability due to untapped oil and gas resources and the availability of 
shorter international commercial routes only makes the Arctic more appealing and desirable 
for any nation aspiring to have power.  
Believed to hold more than $22 trillion4 worth of resources, Arctic trade continues to be the 
principle behind the heavy interest from the contemporary world. The dispute isn’t new 
regarding the presence of militaries in the Arctic, but the recent environmental changes have 
taken the issue to a different level as militarization is much simpler due to the melting of ice. 
 

 
3 https://www.ufrgs.br/ufrgsmun/2013/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/The-Militarization-of-the-Arctic-
Political-Economic-and-Climate-Changes.pdf 
4 https://www.strategic-culture.org/news/2018/10/24/militarization-arctic-issue-incredible-importance-not-
given-due-attention-to/ 
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Major Countries and Organisations Involved:  
 

 The following entities are the most significant to the topic: 
USA  
They’ve been involved since WW I and have 
been a supporting pillar for nations involved in 
the violent tensions central to Europe. The USA 
used the Arctic region for the transportation of 
arms and other goods to the Soviet Union, 
creating important relationships and simple trade 
routes. 
Russia 
Russia, including the former USSR, has been 
involved for an extended period of time in the 
Arctic considering it has access the largest 
portion of the region. Apart from using as a 
trade route to exchange important goods with 
other countries, the Soviet Union used the region 
for the exploitation of natural resources such as Nickel and Copper as well. In 2007, Russia 
re-instated airports alongside the establishment of naval bases in 2013. Since 2014, about 500 
assets have been built, covering an area of over 710,000 square metres.  
Canada 
Canada holds a significant region of access to the Arctic as well and is comparable to that of 
Russia. However, Canada wasn’t as heavily involved in the region as of recent; Canada has 
deployed its military in the region already and has pledged to invest more funds in their 
mission or exploitation5. 
Sweden, Denmark, Norway, Finland, Iceland 
These countries are all close to the Arctic region and thereby also claim to have the right to 
militarize the region. Their involvement isn’t as significant as that of the USA, Russia, and 
Canada due to a smaller and less capable economy, but they’re all in progress towards 
establishing themselves in the region. By far, Denmark and Norway have the greatest Arctic 
military involvement among these five European countries. 
NATO (North Atlantic Trade Organization) 
NATO was involved during the Cold War and it conducted the Trident Juncture: the largest 
military drill executed by NATO upon the end of the Cold War 
European Union (EU) 
Several countries involved in the militarization process are members of the EU; such actions 
could potentially influence trade activity and relations beyond Europe, between the EU and 
other countries.  
Arctic Council 
An organization between all the countries that are considered to be Arctic states 
 

 
5 http://eng.chinamil.com.cn/view/2018-12/07/content_9372164.htm 
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Relevant UN Resolutions/Conventions: 
• United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)6 

The latter section of the resolutions passed through this law are essential 
concerning this issue. Part XI, section 4 provides an important understanding 
of the law. Part XV and beyond also present great points regarding the 
regulations of trade, transport, and commutation over the sea 

• Geneva Convention 
The Geneva Conventions apply in all cases of declared war, or in any other 
armed conflict between nations. They also apply in cases where a nation is 
partially or totally occupied by soldiers of another nation, even when there is 
no armed resistance to that occupation. The Geneva Convention Relative to the 
Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War of August 12, 1949. Civilians in 
areas of armed conflict and occupied territories are protected by the 159 
articles of the Fourth Geneva Convention. 

• Svalbard Treaty, Paris, 9 February 19207 
The treaty establishes Norway’s full and undivided sovereignty over Svalbard. 
Svalbard is part of the Kingdom of Norway, and it is Norway that ratifies and 
enforces the legislation that is to apply for the archipelago.  

• Seabed Committee (1967-1973)8 
The committee synthesized in General Assembly resolution 2749 (XXV) of 17 
December 1970 according to which the seabed and ocean floor, and the subsoil 
thereof, beyond the limits of national jurisdiction (the Area), as well as its 
resources “are the common heritage of mankind”. No State can claim or 
exercise sovereignty or sovereign rights thereupon, and their use shall be for 
peaceful purposes only. No exploration for or exploitation of these resources 
may be conducted outside the “international regime”, including an “appropriate 
international machinery”, to be established “by an international treaty of a 
universal character, generally agreed upon”. 

• Arctic Environmental Protection Strategy (AEPS) 19919 
Officials from the eight Arctic countries met in Rovaniemi, Finland to discuss 
cooperative measures to protect the Arctic environment. They agreed to work 
towards a meeting of circumpolar Ministers responsible for Arctic 
environmental issues. Every member state made commitments to the document 
and took the pledge to serve its purpose. 

 
Previous Attempts to Solve the Issue: 
 The issue wasn’t of great scale until WWI. The use of the region as a trade route for 
military purposes made it a violent area. However, the end of the Cold War marked a 
significant change of activity in the region. Countries looked towards better cooperation 

 
6 https://www.un.org/depts/los/convention_agreements/texts/unclos/unclos_e.pdf 
7 https://arcticportal.org/arctic-governance/international-agreements 
8 https://legal.un.org/avl/ha/uncls/uncls.html 
9 http://library.arcticportal.org/1542/1/artic_environment.pdf 
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between each other with regards to militarizing the Arctic, while being maintained and 
controlled by the founding framework of the United Nations. The 1982 UN Convention on 
the Law of the Sea. This convention establishes in international law a 12mile territorial zone 
and a 200 mile economiczone in which a country has exclusive drilling and extraction 
rights.10 Article 87 of the Convention grants these rights of exploitation for the purpose of 
acquiring resources. This convention significantly decreased the tension among the nations 
trying to acquire a part of the Artic cap as everyone acquired the right to perform their desired 
activity.  
However, this doesn’t completely solve the issue, the UNCLOS resolution article only applies 
the countries in the Arctic region and thereby the tension and aggravation of non-Arctic states 
such as China still prevails. 
 
Possible Solutions11: 
 In 1996, Foreign Ministers of the Arctic States agreed in the Ottawa Declaration, to 
form the Arctic Council with a mandate to undertake a broad programme to include all 
dimensions of sustainable development. The Arctic Council is a high-level intergovernmental 
forum that provides a mechanism to address the common concerns and challenges faced by 
the Arctic governments and the people of the Arctic addressing all three of the main pillars of 
sustainable development; the environmental, social and economic. 
Furthermore, the UNCLOS should remain as a moderator between any states or organizations 
getting involved for any type of purpose in the Arctic. In doing so, we are able to sustain a 
state of stability and cooperation.  
The Arctic region is only different from the Antarctic region in that the Arctic region is more 
heavily populated and colonized. However, both these regions are great sources of valuable 
natural resources and are in the danger of being over-exploited by mankind. All interested 
nations retain the purpose of retracting natural resources, such a mind-set can be handled 
through define exclusive economic zones through the region.  
The establishment of a resolution much like that for the Antarctic region could help us sustain 
the region the way it has been while preserving it from the natural deterioration it is 
experiencing due to global warming; the establishment or signing of an agreement similar to 
the Antarctic Treaty12.  
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