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Introduction 
Recently, governments have begun to understand the consequences of economic growth that is 

reliant on industrialization. Industrialization is the transition of economic activity from the 

primary sector to the secondary sector. The primary sector of the economy deals with the 

extraction of raw resources. The secondary sector economic activity is focused on utilizing raw 

materials and creating manufactured goods. In order to make this transition countries have 

relied on non-renewable energy sources like coal and fossil fuels. This has enabled countries to 

significantly increase the quantity and quality of goods and services that economies can 

provide. However, these resources have had severe negative consequences that lower the 

standard of living across the world. Because of the detrimental impacts of non-renewable 

energy the United Nations (UN) has established 17 sustainable development goals1that aim to 

foster industrialization and urbanization of the world’s economies in a sustainable manner. This 

means countries utilize renewable energy sources such as solar, wind, and hydro power. 

Countries can also preserve natural habitats, and reduce the culture of consumerism. The 

implementation of SDGs also entails that countries plan cities better, and generally require that 

countries make a more responsible use of their resources. However, for developing countries, 

this poses a great challenge, as these actions require a lot of investment. Furthermore, 

developing countries are less responsible for the negative consequences emerging from the 

irresponsible use of non-renewable resources because they cannot afford it. Thus, less 

developed countries (LDCs) find themselves in a particularly challenging position, where their 

economic growth must be sustainable, but at a higher cost. The high cost is attributed to the 

underdeveloped market for renewable energy. For more information take a look at the SDGs 

here: https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgs 

 

Key Terms 
Sustainable Development - The increase in GDP over a long period of time with the use of 

renewable resources.  

SDGs - 17 goals “adopted by all United Nations Member States in 2015, provides a shared 

blueprint for peace and prosperity for people and the planet, now and into the future.”1. 

Renewable energy resources - resources that can be replenished in short periods of time 

relative to their use. Examples include solar, wind, and water 2. 

Nonrenewable resources - resources that take long amounts of time to replenish, and are in 

limited supply. Examples include coal and fossil fuels1.  

Least developed countries (LDCs) - a list of countries that is updated every three years to 

determine the status of nations based on three criteria: per capita income, human assets, and 

economic vulnerability. The UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) is responsible for 

creating and updating this list (Least Developed Countries).  

 
1 https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgs  
2 https://ww2.kqed.org/quest/2014/02/13/nonrenewable-and-renewable-energy-resources-2/  

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgs
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgs
https://ww2.kqed.org/quest/2014/02/13/nonrenewable-and-renewable-energy-resources-2/
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Background Information 
19th Century - Relatively low CO2 emissions globally (290 parts per million (ppm)), and the 

first industrial revolution increases greenhouse gas emissions by humans. Additionally, the 

global population starts dramatically increasing because of improvements in sanitation and 

agriculture. 3 

 

Late 19th Century to Early 20th Century - Second Industrial Revolution encourage more 

emissions and population. This time, innovations in electricity, fertilizers, and public health 

have spurred this growth. In addition, WW1 provided nations with the capacity to mobilize 

their resources and mass produce effectively.  

 

1920s - Cheap energy is found in Persian and Texas oil fields. 

 

1938 - The concept of climate change caused by an increase in greenhouse gas emissions is 

proposed by Guy Stewart Calendar.   

 

1960s - Researchers begin to realize that climate change can change sea levels and result in 

immense flooding along shorelines. Furthermore, there is more collaboration between scientists 

to understand this phenomenon.  

 

1990s - An Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) is established and makes 

moves to understanding climate change and its consequences. They also have announced that 

the world is warming and future warming seems likely. In addition, the IPCC has attributed 

some of the warming to human action.  

 

2000s - 2010s - Up to this point there has been a drastic increase in the amount of CO2 in the 

atmosphere. It reached a level of 405 ppm, which is the highest it has been in millions of years. 

The disastrous consequences of a changing climate are more readily understandable to the 

public due to scientific developments and the presence of the media. There are natural disasters, 

droughts, and flooding.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
3 https://history.aip.org/climate/timeline.htm 

https://history.aip.org/climate/timeline.htm
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Major Countries and Organisations Involved 
LDCs - These are the biggest stakeholders regarding this topic as it is aimed to aid them in 

developing in a sustainable manner. They are also being adversely affected because of the more 

extreme climate. Here is a list of the LDCs: List 

 

United States of American (USA) - The current president has pulled the USA out of the Paris 

Climate Agreement, and also several years prior the USA also dropped out of the Kyoto 

Protocol, which required that nations reduce their greenhouse gas emissions.  

 

China - Once the world’s leading emitter, China has been on the forefront of promoting clean 

and renewable energy. They have invested massive amounts of money into the research and 

implementation of these new technologies.  

 

Denmark, Sweden, and Finland - These countries are the ones that are closest to achieving 

the SDGs and have a wealth of relevant expertise in renewable energy implementation that 

make them important informants regarding this topic.  

 

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) - This is the UN 

body that is responsible for updating progress on both the Kyoto and Paris resolutions to combat 

climate change.  

 

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) - This UN body is 

dedicated to helping nations facilitate economic integration in a rapidly globalizing world. They 

are also responsible for working with other monetary organization like the World Trade 

Organization (WTO), the World Bank, and the International Monetary Fund (IMF). UNCTAD 

collaborates with these organizations in order to finance development.  

 

United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) - This UN body is directly 

involved in matters regarding economic growth and development. Their publications will be 

useful in discussing this topic.  

 

 

Relevant UN Resolutions 
Paris Climate Agreement - 2015 

Kyoto Protocol - 1997 

ECOSOC Resolution 2004/48 - 2004 

Addis Ababa Action Agenda - 2015 

Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries for the Decade 2011–2020 - 2019 

https://unctad.org/en/pages/aldc/Least%20Developed%20Countries/UN-list-of-Least-Developed-Countries.aspx
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-agreement
https://unfccc.int/kyoto_protocol
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/docs/2004/resolution%202004-48.pdf
https://www.un.org/esa/ffd/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/AAAA_Outcome.pdf
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/2019/L.17
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Previous Attempts to Solve the Issue 
There is a clean development mechanism (CDM4) is a United Nations program that monitors 

low emission projects. For example, in India there is a project registered that would utilize 

biomass from mustard crop residue. This is an effective sustainable project for energy because 

biomass is significantly more sustainable than fossil fuels. Rwanda has a fluorescent lamp 

distribution project because those lamps are more energy efficient.  

 

Possible Solutions 
Delegates should keep in mind that when writing their resolutions, they must aim to do two 

main things. First and foremost they must follow their countries’ policy regarding the topic. 

Secondly, they must be diplomatic and submit resolutions, clauses, and amendments that will 

make progress in achieving the mission of the topic and committee. 

 

With that in mind, here are a few strategies that delegates of countries with various perspectives 

can utilize. For wealthy developing countries they can negotiate deals that exchange expertise 

and give grants to LDCs. Countries can use international organizations like the World Trade 

Organization and the International Monetary Fund who have been known to provide tied aid to 

countries. This aid could be tied to encouraging sustainable development in LDCs. A nation 

that is reluctant to provide aid may propose the creation of an organization that would govern 

and regulate sustainable development. A passionate LDC may try to propose aid in the form of 

reparations that developed countries would pay.  
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4 https://cdm.unfccc.int/Projects/projsearch.html 
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