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Introduction 
The question of Israeli settlers in occupied territories has been a long discussion that still has 

no concrete and lasting solutions. This discussion has caused a lot of violence and has left 

many people displaced. There are many viewpoints concerning this issue and the fate of this 

conflict has caused international concern. After many years and attempts to solve this 

question it is high time for a concrete solution. 

 

Definition of Key Terms 

Six-day war also known as the June war or the Third Arab-Israel war, the Six-day war is a 

war fought between 5 and 10 June 1967 by Israel and its neighbouring countries of Egypt 

Jordan and Syria (known as the United Arab Republic at the time). 

 

Settlement is a place, weather previously inhabited of uninhabited, where people establish a 

community. 

 

Claims a land claim is a legal declaration of desired control over an area of property. Most 

land is claimed and there is only little unclaimed land left. 

 

Annexation to annex a territory is to forcibly incorporate a territory or a whole country 

within the domain of a state, this generally considered an illegal act. 

 

Background Information 
European Jews, who made up around 90% of the Jewish population of the world started 

resettling from Europe to what was then British occupied Palestine because of the rise of anti-

Semitism and the second world war. Hundreds of thousands of Jews resettled between 1896 

and 1948. The Arabs saw the influx of Jewish people as a form of European colonialism, 

which lead to the two peoples fighting over the land. The British, who had a mandate over 

Palestine could not control all the violence and ended up splitting the Palestinian land into 

two nations. Jewish residents accepted this solution the Palestinians however, rejected it as 

they saw it as another attempt form the Jews to push them out of the land and rejected the 

deal. 

 

Following the six-day war of 1967 Israel was left in control of east Jerusalem, all of West 

Bank, Gaza, Golan Heights and Sinai. The Israeli stared building settlements in those 
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occupied areas. As a response to the six-day war, the UN Security Council passed a resolution 

emphasizing the inadmissibility of the acquisition of territory by war and the need to work for 

a just and peace in which every state in the area can live in security.  

 
Map of Israeli occupied territories1 
 
 

In 1973 the UN once again passed a resolution calling Israel to withdraw from the territories it 

occupied in 1967, but Israel ignored this order and continues to establish its settlements. In 

1974 the UN adopted a resolution recognizing the Palestinian people’s right to self-

determination. In 1976 Israel confiscated thousands of hectares of lands from Palestinian 

citizens. The claiming of this land was met with mass protests that ended up being brutally 

put down by the IDF.  

 

In 1978 there were a series of secret negotiations between US president Jimmy Carter, Israeli 

prime minister Menachem Begin and Egyptian president Anwar el-Sadat. The outcome of 

 
1 https://www.vox.com/world/2016/12/30/14088842/israeli-settlements-explained-in-5-charts  
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these negotiations was known as the Camp David Accord2 and was signed on September 17, 

1978. The accord consisted of three parts; a process for Palestinian self-government in the 

west bank, a framework for the conclusion of a peace treaty between Egypt and Israel and a 

framework for the peace treaties between Israel and its other neighbours. In 1979 Israel and 

Egypt signed a peace treaty based on the framework mentioned in the Camp David Accord, 

formally ending the state of war between the countries. Amongst others, the treaty stated that 

Israel would remove its settlers from the Egyptian Sinai Peninsula. 

 

In 1980, thirteen years after capturing east Jerusalem, the Israeli government passed a law that 

“Jerusalem, complete and united” is the capital of Israel, making the annexation of the much-

disputed city official. Three years after the Israeli-Egyptian peace treaty, Israel succeeded in 

removing all 7000 Israeli settlers from the Sinai Peninsula in 1982.  

 

In the 1990s there was a new series of negotiations, this time between Israel and Palestine. By 

that time the Settler population is 116300 people, a big increase compared to the 23700 

settlers recorded in 1983, you can see the growth of the Israeli Settler population in the graph 

below. The negotiations lead to the Oslo I accord3 that was signed in September 1993. The 

declaration called for Israel to withdraw from Jericho, Gaza and the West Bank, 5 years of 

limited autonomy for Palestinians in that area and the establishment of a Palestinian police 

force. The question of Jerusalem was still left undecided. 

                                                                               
Graph of the Israeli settler population4 

 
2 http://www.acpr.org.il/publications/books/42-Zero-camp-david-accords.pdf  
3 http://www.acpr.org.il/publications/books/43-Zero-oslo-accord.pdf  
4 https://www.vox.com/world/2016/12/30/14088842/israeli-settlements-explained-in-5-
charts  
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The activity of Israeli settlers continues increasing with 198300 settlers in 2000. In 2002 

Israel starts the construction of a separation wall. A major part of the wall’s route is inside the 

occupied West Bank. It also surrounds Israel’s largest settlement blocks planned for 

annexation. In 2005 Israel’s prime minister removed 8500 settlers from the Gaza Strip. This 

was met with opposition from the Israeli population. In 2016 the UN Security Council adopts 

a resolution demanding to halt all Israeli settlements after the US refused to veto it. Despite 

this resolution, Israeli settlements kept growing.  

 

Major Countries and Organisations Involved 
Israel Israel is the main concern of this topic. The country consists of a mostly Jewish 

population and had been an official nation since 1948. Israel has been continuously claiming 

territories of its neighbouring countries in which its citizens have settled. 

 

Palestine the State of Palestine is a sovereign state that consists of the West Bank and the 

Gaza Strip. Their territory has been claimed by Israel since the ending of the Six-day war in 

1967.  

 

USA The United States has played a role in the disputes between Israel and its neighbouring 

countries for a long time. With the Camp David accord, the USA played a role in mediating 

the negotiations. With the leadership of president Obama, the USA was in support of a two-

state solution. With president Trump, however, the USA is on Israel’s side and is in support 

of Israel claiming territories its citizens have settled in. 

 

IDF the Israeli Defence Force is Israel’s official armed force. It has served Israel in all major 

military operations, including occupying territories of neighbouring countries. It has a 

mandatory service system for all Israeli citizens over the age of 18.  

 

PLO the Palestine Liberation Organisation is an organisation founded in1967. It is considered 

to be the sole representative of the Palestinian people. The PLO’s main ideology is anti-

Zionism and the belief that all Palestinians can return to their own homeland. 
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Relevant UN Resolutions     

Israeli Settlements in Palestinian territories occupied since 1967, 23 December 2016 

https://www.un.org/webcast/pdfs/SRES2334-2016.pdf  

 

Middle east, 9 November 1967 

https://undocs.org/S/RES/242(1967)  

 

Palestinian people’s right to self-determination, 22 November 1974 

https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-

CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/IP%20A%20RES%203236.pdf  

 

Future government of Palestine, 29 November 1947 

https://undocs.org/A/RES/181(II)  

 

The situation in the Middle East, including the Palestinian question, October 7, 2000 

http://unscr.com/en/resolutions/doc/1322  

 

Previous Attempts to Solve the Issue                                                                          
There have been many parallel efforts to solve this issue since the problem of Israeli 

settlements arose in 1948. Regardless of all the passed resolutions and negotiations there still 

is no solution to this issue. One of the reasons that this question remains unresolved is that the 

parties don’t keep to the promises made in the resolutions. There have been several attempts 

by the UN Security Council order Israel to recall its settlers in occupied territories but even 

though they removed a part of the settler population in some areas, the number of Israeli 

settlers keeps rising.  

The first big attempt to solve this issue was the Camp David accords in 19878 and the Egypt-

Israel peace treaty in 1979. These called for Palestinian self-government in the West Bank 

area and for Israel to return the occupied Sinai Peninsula to Egypt.  

The 1993 Oslo process was a peace process consisting of talks between Israel and the PLO. A 

number of agreements were reached in this process. Amongst other things, Palestinian interim 

self-government, a permanent settlement of unresolved issues within 5 years and the 

withdrawal of the IDF from Palestinian territories. It did not discuss the fate after the interim 

period. 



   
 

 7 

Possible Solutions                                                                                                
The most discussed solutions are the one-state or two-state solutions. The one-state solution 

would combine Israel, the West Bank and the Gaza Strip into one single country. The one-

state solution comes in two ways, each version being in the favour of a different nation. If 

Israel and its occupied land would merge into one democratic nation there is the issue of Arab 

Muslims outnumbering the Jewish Israelis, thus making Israel lose its identity as a Jewish 

state. The other version of the one-state solution is established by Israel annexing the West 

Bank and the Gaza Strip. This would mean that Palestinian citizens would be forced out of the 

country or they would be oppressed and for example, lose their right to vote.  

A two-state solution would mean that Israel and Palestine would become Independent nations. 

Because Israelis and Palestinians want to rule their countries differently, neither parties can 

get what they want in a joint state so having two separate countries is a justifiable solution. 

The main problem with this is how the states will be divided in a way that equally favours 

both nations. There is also the question of Israel leaving the occupied Palestinian territories if 

a two-state solution would be applied. 
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