
BIGMUN 2020 

Commission on Narcotic Drugs (ECOSOC4) 

Research Report 

Topic 2: Addressing the effects of the drug industry on rainforest destruction 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Roya-Isabelle Andersen & Anna Hudtloff 

 

 



Introduction: 

The forest covers approximately 31% of the land on our planet, and it contributes to the thriving 

of life through purifying our air and water, as well was being the home to around 80% of all 

land-based species1. However, over the last few years, we have seen a great spurt in 

deforestation, losing an estimated 18.7 million acres of forest annually, and having lost around 

17% of the Amazon forest over the last 50 years2. Its particular concern lies here, in the 

rainforests, as it is vulnerable to illegal logging for purposes such as ranching, the establishing 

of palm oil plantations, or drug plantations. The drug industry’s impact on the rainforest, 

specifically the coca industry, takes place often in the depth of the forests, targeting biodiversity 

hotspots. A new study in the journal of the Environmental Letters3 underlines the significance 

of drug trafficking as a driver of forest loss in Central America, showing great concern for its 

perseverance and well-being.   

Definition of Key Terms: 

Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) - Colombia’s current largest guerrilla 

group, formed in 1964 by small farmers and land workers coming from the Communist Party 

carrying a Marxist-Leninist ideology. Their purpose is to fight the levels of inequality and the 

Columbian security forces, and have so far attacked both police officers and civilians. They 

finance themselves through drug trafficking, and feed off on the producers of cocaine, seeing 

as Colombia is one of the main producers of the hard drug. They are considered to be one of 

the richest rebel groups in the world4. 

U.S War On Drugs - First started in 1971, as President Nixon stated that drug abuse was 

public enemy number one, declaring a “War On Drugs”. Although not fought as intensely as 

 

1“Deforestation and Forest Degradation.” WWF, World Wildlife Fund, 

www.worldwildlife.org/threats/deforestation-and-forest-degradation. 

2 “Deforestation and Forest Degradation.” WWF, World Wildlife Fund, 

www.worldwildlife.org/threats/deforestation-and-forest-degradation. 
 

3 Sesnie1, Steven E, et al. “IOPscience.” Environmental Research Letters, IOP Publishing, 16 May 

2017, iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1748-9326/aa6fff. 
 

4“Who Are the Farc?” BBC News, BBC, 24 Nov. 2016, www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-

36605769. 

 



in the late 70s, the war on drugs is still being fought, and the US has spent more than a trillion 

dollars in an attempt to dismantle the drug cartels in South America5.  

Coca plants - Cocaine is produced from the leaves of the plant Coca from the Erythroxylaceae 

family. Its main producers consists of Colombia, Peru, Bolivia, and Chile. 

Background Information: 

Coca plantations are taking a heavy toll on the rainforests of Central America and its 

inhabitants. The Environmental Research Letters published by the Oregon State University, are 

stating how cocaine trafficking itself may be responsible for up to 30% of the total forest loss 

in nations such as Honduras, Nicaragua, and Guatemala over the past 10 years6. This is a 

consequence of traffickers moving deeper into the rainforests in order to isolate themselves and 

avoid law enforcement and the US war on drugs. They also launder money through industries 

such as ranching and farming, which are other factors driving the rate of deforestation, and as 

a result, $214.6 million in resources are lost each year due to the vast loss of the rainforest7. In 

2008, it was also declared by the vice president of Colombia, Francisco Santos Caldéron, that 

300,000 hectares of rainforest were destroyed every year for the purpose of coca plant 

cultivation. These are being controlled by illegal groups within the nations, such as Farc, the 

Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia8.   

Drug trafficking is attacking some of the most biodiverse nations in Central- and South 

America, such as Colombia and Guatemala, resulting in a continuing threat to a wide range of 

species whose home is located in these forests. However, not only does the drug trafficking 

affect the animals, but much of the burden of violence and corruption following the drug 

industry falls in the indigenous communities, as they are being exposed to the production of 

many hard drugs, such as cocaine. As the traffickers move deeper into the forest, the people 

 
5 Bogotá, David Huey in. “The US War on Drugs and Its Legacy in Latin America.” The Guardian, 

Guardian News and Media, 3 Feb. 2014, www.theguardian.com/global-development-professionals-
network/2014/feb/03/us-war-on-drugs-impact-in-latin-american. 

6Chudy, Rafał. “Narco-Deforestation : What Is It and Why Forests Are Unseen Victim of Drugs?” 

Forest Monitor, 29 May 2017, www.forest-monitor.com/en/narco-deforestation-america/. 

7 Nexus, Climate. “The War on Drugs Drives Deforestation.” EcoWatch, EcoWatch, 18 Dec. 2019, 

www.ecowatch.com/war-on-drugs-deforestation-2640902806.html?rebelltitem=1#rebelltitem1. 

8 Laville, Sandra. “Cocaine Users Are Destroying the Rainforest - at 4 Square Metres a Gram.” The 

Guardian, Guardian News and Media, 19 Nov. 2008, 
www.theguardian.com/world/2008/nov/19/cocaine-rainforests-columbia-santos-calderon. 
 



who have lived in the regions will get pushed off the land they have lived on for so many years, 

resulting in the disconnection between them and their home9.  

Society seems to have fallen into a circle regarding the drug industry and its consumers and 

producers. The rainforest is being destroyed and harm is being imposed on all living creatures 

inhabiting the forests, by an intolerable drug habit that is yet to be handled.  

Major Countries and Organisations Involved 

Afghanistan 

Bolivia 

Columbia 

Peru 

Mexico 

USA 

Portugal  

Previous Attempts to Solve the Issue 

- US war on drugs 

- The Global Commission on Drugs Policy  

Possible Solutions 

A possible solution for drug trafficking as a cause of deforestation, a de-escalation of the war 

on drugs should be taken into consideration, as it is necessary to remember that this conflict 

has been a push-factor for many drug lords to move the production of drugs into the deep 

rainforests, in order to avoid the enforcement of law. However, one should keep in mind that 

this will not likely do anything to the drug production conflict itself, as it will simply just 

encourage traffickers to move back out of the deep forests. Another possible solution could 

 
9 Dellinger, AJ. “How Cocaine Is Contributing to Climate Change.” Mic, 9 Oct. 2019, 

www.mic.com/p/how-cocaine-contributes-to-climate-change-deforestation-in-central-america-
19201947. 
 



also be to strengthen the position of the indigenous communities as stewards of the forests, 

giving them more power to withstand the seizing of territory from drug traffickers.  

Further solutions that might be controversial would be to promote or dedicate certain areas, for 

the drug plants and industry to grow, so that they do not damage the rainforest. Additionally, 

taskforces could be created for monitoring the rainforest decrease in a drug concentrated area, 

with drones and satellite imaging. 
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