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Introduction 

The trafficking of wildlife is one of the largest international organised crime activities, third only to human 

and drug trafficking. Poachers of wildlife tend to be on the poorer side, and tend not to receive much for 

wildlife products. The product then goes through processing and several middlemen before being sold for 

thousands of dollars to a consumer. This issue threatens local biodiversity and can lead to the loss of habitat 

and/or the local or even complete extinction of the species. Despite this, individuals persist to keep trafficking 

as a means of earning income. 

 

Definition of Key Terms 

Illicit trafficking: The illegal practice of trading and selling of specific goods or services. 1 

 

 Wildlife trafficking: The illegal practice of trading and selling products derived from non-domesticated 

animals or plants.  

 

Background Information 

Wildlife trafficking has had a long history, one of the oldest examples being animals trafficked for circuses. 

Noticing the ill effects of this industry, the members of the International Union for the Conservation of Nature 

adopted a resolution which lead to the creation of the Convention On International trade in Endangered Species 

(CITES). Since 1973, CITES has been used to regulate the trade of wildlife across borders, although 

enforcement of CITES still lies mostly on individual countries. Many countries followed this lead, by first 

creating laws outlawing the importation of wild birds and then following up with several other laws 

pinpointing other endangered fauna and flora.2 However wildlife trafficking still proves to be a prominent type 

of illegal trade, with several types of illicit trade falling under the umbrella of illicit wildlife trafficking.  

 

Poaching is arguably the most famous type of wildlife trafficking. It consists of poachers unlawfully capturing 

or killing wild animals. Poachers are often from less economically developed countries, and poaching to them 

is their livelihoods. The poachers then sell the slaughtered trafficked animals to producers who will 

manufacture goods out of them. Such goods may include furs or ivory or rare ingredients.The live trafficked 

animals would be sold to middlemen who would then smuggle them to other countries to sell as pets. Both the 

goods and animals would then be sold to consumers who tend to be better off financially, as some of these 

goods can cost up to thousands of dollars. Consumers buy these goods as such goods are often seen as a sign 

of wealth. An example would be having an exotic pet. If an individual had an animal that is not often pet, such 

as a lion, it could be seen as a sign of wealth given the rarity of it. However, this is not the only reason why 

individuals may choose to possess or buy such goods. Another reason that might drive consumers to demand 

for such goods is tradition. One example would be indigenous tribes and pets. in certain parts of the world 

such as Brazil or in Indeginous tribes, having pets such as monkeys are more cultural than a sign of wealth, 

and hunting such animals is for survival. Due to this reason, Indigenous tribes in Ecuador are legally allowed 

to capture or hunt animals from the wild, but are however unable to sell them. Another example would be the 

usage of trafficked goods in Traditional Chinese Medicine.  While seen as controversial, Traditional Chinese 

Medicine had a huge following in many parts of South East Asia, and some of the medicines created require 

 
1 US Legal, Inc. “Illicit Trafficking Law and Legal Definition.” Illicit Trafficking Law and Legal Definition | USLegal, Inc., 

definitions.uslegal.com/i/illicit-trafficking/. 

 

2 Bergman, Charles. “Wildlife Trafficking.” Wildlife Trafficking, Smithsonian Institution, 1 Dec. 2009, 

www.smithsonianmag.com/travel/wildlife-trafficking-149079896/. 

 



 

 

rare ingredients such as tiger bones and seahorses. China is also pushing for the spread of Traditional Chinese 

Medicine, which might further endangers wildlife. 3 

 

Another type of illegal wildlife trafficking would be illegal logging or harvesting flora. Illegal logging poses 

a significant threat to all timber producing countries such as but not limited to Brazil, Indonesia and Cameroon. 

Up to 90% of logging in Indonesia has been estimated to be illegal. Such logging proves to be destructive to 

ecosystems, animal habitats, and even economies. Timber that has been logged illegally is often sold at a 

lower price in comparison to legally sourced timber. This makes the legally sourced timber less competitive 

in the market, and may sway consumers into buying the timber. This results in a loss of money in the timber 

market, with the World Bank estimating that timber producing companies lose between $10-15 billion US 

dollars a year.4  Illegal logging has also been connected to all sorts of other organised crime such as money 

laundering, importing and exporting offences and has even been used to fund civil wars. Harvesting of flora 

also poses a similar threat as illicit logging does, and also has other connections to other organised crime 

which can even include the drug industry. In 2008, the Cambodian government burned 1278 drums of safrole 

rich oil.5 Safrole rich oil is a key ingredient used in the production of the illegal drug ecstasy. Safrole rich oil 

is produced from safrole, a substance that is found in several plants such as the sassafras plant. The oil then 

needs to be distilled, using timber of other plants, which would most likely also be illegally logged.  

 

Another type of illegal wildlife trafficking would be over fishing. With the threat of the world’s marine life 

being decimated by fishing, most governments have put regulations to lessen the amount of fishing through 

fishing permits, placing restrictions on how much one can fish, and more. Overfishing is linked with bycatch, 

which is when another species is caught alongside the targeted species, and will result in loss of biodiversity 

as well as economic losses for certain countries. Countries rich in marine life may end up having such 

resources being lost due to foreign vessels operating illicitly. Much of West Africa is experiencing this 

problem. Some countries do not have the ability or manpower to be able to regulate their waters against foreign 

vessels commiting overfishing. This competition for resources may result in local fisheries being unable to 

compete and may even cost them their livelihoods. This results in an economic loss for such countries. It is 

estimated that 1.3$ billion dollars are being lost by West African coastal states by such fishing. 6 

 

 

Major Countries and Organisations Involved 

 

African Union 

Africa is most likely the continent that feels the effects of illicit trafficking of wildlife as it is known to be a 

savannah with several exotic species and wildlife. As such, the African Union has taken steps towards reducing 

 
3 Master, Farah. “As China Pushes Traditional Medicine Globally, Illegal Wildlife Trade Flourishes.” Reuters, Thomson Reuters, 

28 Mar. 2019, www.reuters.com/article/us-china-tcm/as-china-pushes-traditional-medicine-globally-illegal-wildlife-trade-

flourishes-idUSKCN1R90D5. 

4 “Illegal Logging.” Greenpeace International, 2008, www.greenpeace.org/archive-

international/en/campaigns/forests/threats/illegal-logging/. 

 

5 “Harvesting Trees to Make Ecstasy Drug.” Transnational Institute, 11 Apr. 2018, www.tni.org/en/article/harvesting-trees-to-

make-ecstasy-drug. 

 

6 “Illicit Migration to Europe: Consequences of Illegal Fishing and Overfishing in West Africa.” Global Initiative, 18 Sept. 2017, 

globalinitiative.net/illicit-migration-to-europe-consequences-of-illegal-fishing-and-overfishing-in-west-africa/. 

 



 

 

the illicit trafficking of wildlife.  They will most likely look for solutions that will help preserve the 

biodiversity in Africa and focus on the producer and transition aspects of the trade. 

 

China 

Being one of the countries with the highest demand for ingredients that have high possibilities of being 

trafficked, China is a key player in helping resolve this issue. China will most likely look for a solution in 

which they can keep promoting Traditional Chinese Medicine and will not hinder its growth.  

 

United States of America 

Looking to combat this issue, the United States of America created a task force in late 2016- early 2017 

specifically to combat the trafficking of wildlife. The task force aims at strengthening the enforcement of 

legislation concerning wildlife trafficking and reducing overall demand of trafficked wildlife products. 7 

 

Countries with Areas with vast biodiversity 

Examples of such countries would be Brazil, Colombia, Madagascar, South Africa, Indonesia, Malaysia. 

Countries rich in biodiversity  either are or are most likely to be where the poaching of wildlife would occur. 

Therefore, these countries would be large stakeholders in resolving this issue. How each country will choose 

to tackle this issue would depend on their priorities as a government.  

 

 

 

Relevant UN Resolutions 

https://undocs.org/A/71/L.88 

This draft resolution is one of the most recent resolutions on this issue and references to several other related 

resolutions. It mentions several local as well as international solutions to help tackle the issue and was adopted 

by over 100 countries. 

 

 

Previous Attempts to Solve the Issue 

 

A previous attempt to resolve the issue has been done by animal shelters or organisations such as the Rhino 

Rescue project by dying rhino horns and elephant tusks pink.8 The idea behind this is that due to the 

discolouring of the products, poachers will not be willing to poach these animals as they are worth less money. 

The main issue with this solution is that the effect of the dye is not permanent. These animals have the ability 

to regenerate these body parts which would mean that the pink dye effect is lost. This makes this solution 

infeasible as the logistics to re-dye the horns and tusks every few years would be complicated and costly.9 

This solution can also harm the tourism sector of a country due to the ruined aesthetics, as the animals would 

no longer have their natural colouring. Many countries with such animals tend to have a focus on their tourism 

sector, so a decrease in it may result in the slowing of the economy. 

 
7 U.S. Mission Brazil. “U.S. Task Force on Wildlife Trafficking: Efforts to Combat Wildlife Trafficking.” U.S. Embassy & 

Consulates in Brazil, 27 Mar. 2017, br.usembassy.gov/u-s-task-force-wildlife-trafficking-efforts-combat-wildlife-trafficking/. 

 

8 Coyne, James, et al. “Dyeing Rhino Horn and Elephant Ivory.” Save The Rhino, 2015, www.savetherhino.org/thorny-

issues/dyeing-rhino-horn-and-elephant-ivory/. 

 

9 “Why Some Creative Poaching Solutions Fail.” IFAW, 2017, www.ifaw.org/international/news/why-some-creative-poaching-

solutions-fail. 

 

https://undocs.org/A/71/L.88


 

 

 

China had put laws in place to regulate where ingredients for Chinese Medicine can come from. An example 

would be Tiger bones, which can now only be legally sourced from farmed tigers. However, there are concerns 

that by allowing the usage of such ingredients, it opens up the possibility of the laundering of ingredients.10 

 

Possible Solutions 

A possible solution may be providing alternative jobs for those in the production sector of wildlife trafficking. 

Many of the individuals involved in wildlife trafficking tend to be poorer and only wildlife traffic as it is a 

good and sometimes easier source of income. However, if governments were to provide alternative jobs to 

them within a similar sector that is legal such as tourism in wildlife, this would reduce the amount of people 

trafficking wildlife as most people would choose a legal job over an unsteady illegal job.  

 

Another solution would be to completely ban the possession of exotic pets such as leopards, tigers and so on. 

This would definitely reduce the demand for such pets. However, this would bring up the question of what 

would count as exotic. What may be exotic to an individual may simply be natural or culture to another. An 

example of this is the pets or familiars of indigenous people- while the pets may normally be seen as exotic, 

to them it is tradition or culture.  

 

Another solution would be to implement harsher punishments on those trafficking wildlife or those knowingly 

consuming trafficked wildlife goods. This would reduce both those willing to produce such goods as well as 

those consuming the goods. Punishments may include fines or criminal sentences, however it varies greatly 

between jurisdictions. International law provides little to no framework as to how offenders of wildlife 

trafficking should be treated11; therefore, coming up with a framework on how offenders should be dealt with 

can prove to be rather effective. 

 

A solution would also be putting regulations on ingredients on traditional Chinese Medicine. Traditional 

Chinese Medicine is not just popular in China but also within South East Asia. China has implemented a law, 

regulating where certain ingredients can come from. This makes the practice of Traditional chinese medicine 

more sustainable as it would no longer rely on wildlife. If other countries with large demands on Traditional 

Chinese Medicine implement similar regulations, it may prove to be an effective solution.  

 

Placing pressure on countries that have made little to no movement to implement regulations on the consuming 

or producing of illicit wildlife goods will also be likely to have a significant effect. This could be done by 

blacklisting these countries, as by naming them outright places pressure on them, as no country would want 

to be seen as involved or sympathetic to the illicit wildlife trade.    

 

 

 

 

 

 
10 Master, Farah. “As China Pushes Traditional Medicine Globally, Illegal Wildlife Trade Flourishes.” Reuters, Thomson Reuters, 

28 Mar. 2019, www.reuters.com/article/us-china-tcm/as-china-pushes-traditional-medicine-globally-illegal-wildlife-trade-

flourishes-idUSKCN1R90D5. 

 

11 Katharina.kiener-Manu. “Wildlife, Forest & Fisheries Crime Module 3 Key Issues: Criminalization of Wildlife Trafficking.” 

Wildlife, Forest & Fisheries Crime Module 3 Key Issues: Criminalization of Wildlife Trafficking, www.unodc.org/e4j/en/wildlife-

crime/module-3/key-issues/criminalization-of-wildlife-trafficking.html. 
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