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Introduction:  
 The history of nuclear weapons spans decades, from their initial development up until 

today they are seen as the greatest human made threat to Earth. Due to this there is a need for 

regulations and agreements on the topic. More and more countries are developing nuclear 

weapons, and currently at least eight countries have successfully developed nuclear weapons, 

but only five of these have signed the treaty used to regulate the development and spread of 

nuclear weapons. From this there is a need for a new treaty to which all nations can agree. At 

the same time there is a need to address the fact that the greatest nuclear weapons threat at the 

present is terrorist groups or militias gaining access to nuclear weapons or developing these 

themselves. The world has changed since the initial treaty, and an update must be made to 

account for the present. 

 

Definition of Key Terms: 
 The following terms are essential to your understanding  

Nuclear weapons - An explosive weapon that gains its destructive force from the nuclear 

fission or a mix of nuclear fission and fusion of different elements. Nuclear weapons are 

capable of mass destruction and leave behind radioactivity after detonation, leading to a great 

threat to humanity. 
Treaty - A formal written agreement decided upon by multiple parties. 

Non-proliferation - The non-spreading or increase in something.1 

Nuclear disarmament - The dismantling of nuclear weapons and the subsequent lessening of 

the number of nuclear weapons. 

Nuclear technology - Technology based on the nuclear principles on which nuclear weapons 

are based. An example of this is nuclear power plants which uses nuclear fission in a 

controlled environment to generate energy. 

Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons - The current treaty that is in place 

and defines the world’s relation to nuclear weapons. It defines those who are “nuclear 

nations” as those who have detonated nuclear weapons before 1968, and other signers have 

agreed not to develop nuclear weapons. The nations defined as “nuclear nations” are USA, 

China, France, UK and Russia, but non-signers Pakistan, India, North Korea and Israel are 

believed to also have nuclear weapons. Points in the treaty include non-proliferation of 

 
1 https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/non-proliferation 
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nuclear weapons, nuclear disarmament and the agreement to allow the development of non-

weaponized nuclear technologies. 

 
Background Information: 
The Beginning of Nuclear Weapons 

The idea and development of nuclear weapons begins during the Second World War, where 

the American government initiates the “Manhattan Project”2 which is founded to discover if 

nuclear weapons are possible. On the other side of the war, in Germany, the idea of nuclear 

weapons is also looked into, but due to the predicted amount of uranium needed for the 

weapons the idea was discarded. The predicted amount by the lead German scientist was 

almost 10 times larger than what was predicted by the scientists in the USA. However, other 

countries were also looking at nuclear weapon developments, these include Japan and the 

Soviet Union. 

The “Manhattan Project” worked for a couple of years, and by the end of the Second World 

War in Europe, the nuclear weapons had been tested. To ensure a quick end to the war in the 

Pacific region, the American government authorized the use of nuclear weapons in Japan. The 

two atomic bombs were dropped days apart in the Japanese cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, 

showing the devastating effects of nuclear weapons.  

The atomic bombs dropped over Hiroshima and Nagasaki remain the only times nuclear 

weapons have been used against other humans, and not merely as tests. Therefore, this 

remains the only example of the effects of nuclear weapons on human life exposed to them, 

but not of the ecological effects of them. 

Developments on Nuclear Weapons during the Early Cold War 

Where the first nuclear weapons produced were nuclear fission based, the US started working 

on a more powerful bomb, one combining nuclear fission with nuclear fusion, making the 

blast more powerful and the effects more devastating. This type of nuclear weapon is 

commonly known as H-bombs, where nuclear fission-based weapons are known as A-bombs. 

While the US was working on the development of H-bombs, the Soviet Union started 

working on developing on A-bombs, which succeeded in 1949 with the first observed test 

being confirmed in the US. This meant that both superpowers on opposite sides of the cold 

war now had access to nuclear weapons. Due to the threat felt by the US, the development of 

the H-bomb was given the go-ahead, though strong protests by scientists involved in the 

 
2 https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/the-manhattan-project (24/11/2019) 
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creation of the A-bomb. The first real H-bomb was detonated in 1952 and had a blast effect 

500 times larger than that of the bomb dropped over Nagasaki. The US continued testing in 

the Pacific of various bombs and types.  

At the same time Great Britain also had worked on the development of nuclear weapons, and 

the first A-bomb was tested in 1952 on an island near Australia. Making Great Britain another 

nuclear power. In 1957 Great Britain also had success in the creation of an effective H-bomb, 

which increased nuclear tensions. 

In the period from 1962-1991 Great Britain and the USA started collaborating on the creation 

of nuclear weapons, sharing their interests in NATO (the North Atlantic Treaty Organization) 

which came to define the “Western Block” in the Cold War vs. the Soviet lead “Warsaw 

Pact”. 

Returning to Soviet developments on nuclear weapons, the Soviet Union were the first to 

make an operational H-bomb in 1953, threatening the Western Block but still continuous 

developments were made. 

In France the first A-bomb was detonated in 1960, and continuous developments were made 

to ensure that France would not be behind and dependent only on US weapons. Of the 

“nuclear nations” France was the last to reach the H-bomb level, finally reaching the step in 

1968, 14 months after China. 

China started its developments on nuclear weapons with Soviet aid, but up until the breaking 

of Sino-Soviet relations in 1960 became generally more self-sustaining. The first A-bomb 

being detonated in 1964, and their first H-bomb being detonated in 1967. A short span in 

terms of the development of nuclear weapons. 

With so many nations having developed nuclear weapons, tensions began reaching new 

heights during the “Cuban Missile Crisis” in 1962, where the Soviet Union attempted to use 

Cuba as a base for nuclear weapons near the US, as a response to the US placing nuclear 

weapons in Turkey. The tension was at its all time high, and it is said to be the closest the 

world has ever been to nuclear war. The tension rose especially due to the concept called 

“Mutually Assured Destruction” meaning that if either of the two superpowers were to launch 

nuclear weapons at the other, the other would retaliate and both countries would be leveled.  

Due to both the Soviet Union and the USA fearing nuclear war, a decision was made to start 

the process of various nuclear weapons talks. Something that was already raised in the United 

Nations in 1958 where scientists petitioned then Secretary General Dag Hammarskjold, to ban 

the testing of nuclear weapons. In 1963 the ”Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty” was created, signed by 

both the USA and the Soviet Union, banning all nuclear weapons tests, unless conducted 
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underground.3 But moves to disarmament and prevention of the spread of nuclear weapons, 

was not initiated until later. 

Something that was not initiated serious negotiations on until 1968 where the “Non-

Proliferation Treaty” was signed, containing the points mentioned in “Definition of Key 

Terms”. The above-mentioned countries were all included as “nuclear nations” and were to 

heed the terms of the treaty which they all signed. It was put into effect in 1970 and is said to 

mark the beginning of the Cold War détente, as well it is the most central treaty on nuclear 

weapons and is still in effect to this date. 

Moves to Disarmament During the Cold War Détente 

With the “Non-Proliferation Treaty put into effect, other talks on disarmament were had 

between the Eastern and Western Block. One of the most central ones discussed during this 

period of lessening tensions were the Strategic Arms Limitation Talks (SALT), working to an 

agreement on lessening the production of strategic missiles capable of carrying nuclear 

weapons. There were two overarching agreements made from these talks SALT I and SALT 

II. SALT I was signed in 1972 and included points on launch sites and the number of missiles 

to be held by both the Soviet Union and the USA. The SALT II agreement limited the number 

of nuclear weapons launchers of various kinds, and was signed by both the Soviet Union and 

USA in 1979. However, due to the reignition of the Cold War in 1979 following the Soviet 

invasion of Afghanistan, SALT II never came into effect.4  

Throughout the period of détente other countries, however, also gained nuclear weapons. 

India initiated a detonation of a nuclear weapon in 1974, and had never signed the “Non-

Proliferation Treaty” making it unaccountable for the development of nuclear weapons. Due 

to the threat of Indian nuclear weapons, Pakistan also initiated the development of nuclear 

weapons. Something that will be touched upon later. However, Israel is also believed to have 

nuclear weapons, but no official statements or blasts have been observed, but developments 

were undertaken. By the end of the détente Israel is believed to have an arsenal of nuclear 

weapons. 

More nations with nuclear weapons, only served to increase tensions, and since both India, 

Pakistan and Israel have never signed the “Non-Proliferation Treaty” there is a need to find an 

agreement these will ratify. 

 

 

 
3 https://www.britannica.com/event/Nuclear-Test-Ban-Treaty (24/11/2019) 
4 https://www.britannica.com/event/Strategic-Arms-Limitation-Talks (24/11/2019) 
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Restart of the Cold War and the Role of Nuclear Weapons 

In 1979 with the reemergence of the Cold War, there were also movements against nuclear 

weapons. Where there had been protests during the 60’s, they did not reach a significant level 

until the 1979 meltdown of a nuclear power plant reactor in Pennsylvania. This meltdown is 

called the “Three Mile Island Accident” and lead to a fear of both nuclear power and nuclear 

weapons, notably no new nuclear power plants have been built in the US since this accident.5 

By 1982 a million people were marching in New York protesting nuclear weapons and the 

subsequent arms race between the US and the Soviet Union.  

But as mentioned earlier, this growing public protest against nuclear weapons was not felt all 

over the world. Pakistan fearing Indian nuclear power, had by 1988 assembled several nuclear 

weapons to assert its power.6 Increasing the number of countries with nuclear capabilities. 

What characterizes the growing amount of nuclear powers, is local conflicts and fear of 

“greater” powers involvement in the country’s affairs, something that was also the case with 

the last country to join the nuclear weapons club during the Cold War. South Africa had 

started its development of nuclear weapons in the 70’s, but finally assembled nuclear weapons 

in the late 80’s.7 By 1989 six bombs were built and a 7th in construction, when the 

government ceased production, instead starting to dismantle the weapons. In 1991 an 

inspection showed that all nuclear weapons had been dismantled, after which South Africa 

signed the Non-Proliferation Treaty, making it the only nuclear nation to fully denuclearize 

and dismantle its weapons. 

While more country had joined the nuclear nations, a growing focus was had internationally 

on nuclear disarmament and in 1986 a leap was made to lessening the development in nuclear 

weapons with the the ”South Pacific Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone” being put into effect. 

However, tensions did reach a new height in 1983 when US president Ronald Reagan 

proposed the “Strategic Defense Initiative”8 with the purpose of, from space, detonating 

Soviet nuclear missiles before they reached the US. These would give the US a huge 

advantage, but due to financial costs and the gradual easing of tension, the initiative was 

never developed.  

Towards the end of the Cold War nuclear disarmaments began taking place, and weapons 

were moved from various positions. At the collapse of the Soviet Union thousands of nuclear 

missiles were stationed in different Soviet states but were all eventually returned to Russia. 

 
5 https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/atomic-bomb-history#section_7 (25/11/2019) 
6 https://www.britannica.com/technology/nuclear-weapon/Pakistan#ref275666 (25/11/2019) 
7  
8 http://www.atomicarchive.com/History/coldwar/page20.shtml (25/11/2019) 
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The end of the Cold War marks the end of decades of nuclear tensions and arms races 

between the Eastern and Western block, the fear of nuclear weapons launched by another 

state was lessened, giving rise to a fear of various rebel or terrorist groups gaining access to 

nuclear weapons instead. 

 
Major Countries and Organisations Involved: 
  

USA, UK, France 

Major superpowers of the world, permanent members of the Security Council which handles 

affairs of security and warfare alongside other essential issues. U.S. President Donald Trump 

has said he intends to revoke the U.S. signature to the treaty, which regulates the $70 billion 

global cross-border trade in conventional arms and seeks to keep weapons out of the hands of 

human rights abusers. 

China 

Speaking at the United Nations on Friday, the Chinese government’s top diplomat State 

Councillor Wang Yi said China has initiated domestic legal procedures to join the Arms 

Trade Treaty. 

Russia9 

A Russian arms control official said for the first time on Friday that there was not enough 

time to replace the last and most important nuclear arms-limitation treaty with the United 

States before it expires early in 2021, raising the possibility that Washington and Moscow 

would then be free to expand their arsenals without limits. 

Israel10 

Israel is not a party to any of the major treaties governing WMD nonproliferation, including 

the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT). Israel is widely understood to 

possess a sizeable nuclear arsenal, but maintains a policy of nuclear opacity. While Israel has 

supported the vision of a Middle East free of nuclear weapons, Israel has been reluctant to 

negotiate establishing such a zone, asserting that comprehensive peace in the region is a 

precondition to negotiating a Middle East Weapons-of-Mass-Destruction-Free Zone. 

North Korea11 

In the past several years Pyongyang has accelerated the pace of ballistic missile testing, and 

twice in July 2017 tested an intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) capable of reaching the 

 
9 https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/01/world/europe/nuclear-arms-pact-expire-russia.html 
10 https://www.nti.org/learn/countries/israel/ 
11 https://www.armscontrol.org/factsheets/northkoreaprofile 
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U.S. mainland. North Korea withdrew from the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) in 

2003, but its withdrawal is disputed. Beginning in 2006, the UN Security Council has passed 

several resolutions requiring North Korea to halt its nuclear and missile activities and 

imposing sanctions on Pyongyang for its refusal to comply. As of early 2018, North Korea 

has shown interest in pursuing negotiations regarding disarmament.  

Nuclear Suppliers Group12 

Negotiated in 1968, the nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty (NPT) granted non-nuclear-weapon 

states access to nuclear materials and technology for strictly peaceful purposes. The NSG 

aims to prevent nuclear exports for commercial and peaceful purposes from being used to 

make nuclear weapons. In order to ensure that their nuclear imports are not used to develop 

weapons, NSG members are expected to forgo nuclear trade with governments that do not 

subject themselves to confidence-building international measures and inspections. 

International Atomic Energy Agency 

Issued the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT). The NPT aims to 

prevent the spread of nuclear weapons and weapons technology, to foster the peaceful uses of 

nuclear energy, and to further the goal of disarmament. The Treaty establishes a safeguards 

system under the responsibility of the IAEA, which also plays a central role under the Treaty 

in areas of technology transfer for peaceful purposes. 

NATO13 

Nuclear weapons are a core component of NATO’s overall capabilities for deterrence and 

defence, alongside conventional and missile defence forces. NATO is committed to arms 

control, disarmament and non-proliferation, but as long as nuclear weapons exist, it will 

remain a nuclear alliance. Treaties have worked. They have built up trust, promoted 

transparency, and cut down the number of nuclear weapons. They have made our world a 

safer place. 

 
Relevant UN Resolutions: 

• Nuclear Weapons Treaties 

• UN Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons14(TPNW) 

• India-Pakistan Non-Attack Agreement  

 
12 https://www.armscontrol.org/factsheets/NSG 
13 https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_50068.htm# 
14 http://www.icanw.org/treaty-on-the-prohibition-of-nuclear-weapons/ 
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• Joint Declaration of South and North Korea on the Denuclearization of the Korean 

Peninsula 

• Strategic Arms Limitation Talks (SALT I) and (SALT II) 

• Treaty on the Limitation of Anti-Ballistic Missile Systems (ABM Treaty) 

• International Convention on the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism 

• Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT)15 

 
Possible Content in Treaty: 
The treaties and conventions listed above include the ideas of the prohibition of the disposal 

of nuclear material in the oceans, the serious limitation of nuclear testing and usage. The 

NPT is a treaty aimed at limiting the spread of nuclear weapons through the three pillars of 

non-proliferation, disarmament, and peaceful use of nuclear energy. Furthermore, TPNW 

bans the testing, usage, and possession of Nuclear weapons which further takes effect in 

maintaining control of the misuse of nuclear energy.  

However, something that we as a global community need to understand is the needs of 

every society. Not every nuclear state is one that requires that particular form of energy for 

the survival of its society, yet there are places which aren’t fortunate enough to have other 

natural resources, but could potentially sustain themselves if investments are made in 

nuclear energy. So many communities can be influenced towards the positive end while 

tensions between nuclear-equipped states would reduce. 
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