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Introduction 
“The violence that exists in the human heart, wounded by sin, is also manifest in the                

symptoms of illness that we see in the Earth, the water, the air and in living things.” This                  1

quote by Pope Francis shows the problems involved with climate change. Climate change has              

a strong impact on the world around us, the water, the air and all living things. Plants,                 

animals and humans alike are affected by climate change. But unfortunately, there is more              

“violence that exists in the human heart” than just the violence committed against the earth.               

Humans have committed violent conflicts with other humans since the beginning of            

existence, and these conflicts have only increased both in amount and scale over the              

centuries. Climate change can not only worsen the already existing conflicts in many areas of               

the world, but could also cause entirely new conflicts and instability. The debate on this topic                

should focus on both minimizing the impact of climate change on existing conflict zones and               

also stopping new climate change conflicts from ever arising. 

 

Definition of Key Terms 

Climate change: Climate change “is a long-term shift in global or regional climate patterns.              

Often climate change refers specifically to the rise in global temperatures from the mid 20th               

century to present.”  2

Global Warming: This phenomenon is due to “increasing average air temperatures near the             

surface of Earth over the past one to two centuries. Climate scientists have since the mid-20th                

century gathered detailed observations of various weather phenomena [...] These data indicate            

that Earth’s climate has changed over almost every conceivable timescale since the beginning             

of geologic time and that the influence of human activities since at least the beginning of the                 

Industrial Revolution has been deeply woven into the very fabric of climate change.”  3

 

 

1 Kirchgaessner and Hooper, “Pope Francis Warns of Destruction of Earth’s Ecosystem in Leaked Encyclical.” 
2 National Geographic Society, “Climate Change.” 
3 Encyclopedia Britannica, “Global Warming | Definition, Causes, & Effects.” 



Background Information 
Climate change was already researched and hypothesized in the 19th and early and middle              

20th century, with the notable research project on rising CO2 levels, the data of which is now                 

known as the “Keeling Curve”, starting in 1958. However, the public was really made aware               

of the reality of climate change in 1988, as it was the warmest summer in history back then                  

and the public and media started to pay attention to this coming global crisis. One year later,                 4

the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) was established to monitor and            

assess science related to climate change. Since then, the effects of climate change have              5

increased strongly, while action against global warming has been mostly slow and            6

small-scale. International cooperation has been an important strategy, though the effects of            

the Kyoto Protocol, the first climate agreement from 1997, and the Paris Climate Agreement              

from 2015 have been not as impactful as originally hoped, as many industrialized countries              

are failing to reach their climate goals.  7
As it currently looks, climate change is coming and unless drastic action is taken, the world                

will see its full effects on the environment and our living conditions. But not only will natural                 

disasters become more frequent, temperatures continue to rise, droughts and fires increase            

and ice and glaciers melt, it could and most probably will lead to and intensify global                

conflicts and instability. This has already started to happen in the 21st century. For example,               

in 2007, UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon described the conflict in Sudan’s Darfur region              

as the world’s first climate change conflict. Climate change supposedly contributed to the             8

changed rainfall patterns in the region resulting in water scarcity which intensified the             

conflict. Other conflict zones, like the Syrian, Libyan or Yemen Civil War, have also              

experienced worse conditions due to climate change, with water shortages and droughts            

adding to the already existing problems caused by the conflicts. The British multidisciplinary             9

scientific journal, Nature, published a study in 2019 which estimated that climate has             

influenced between 3% and 20% of armed conflict risk over the last century and that the                

influence will likely increase dramatically in the future.  10

4 History.com Editors, “Climate Change History.” 
5 IPCC, “About.” 
6 NASA, “The Effects of Climate Change.” 
7 Gibson, “The Industrialized World Is Failing to Meet Paris Agreement Goals.” 
8 Notaras, “Does Climate Change Cause Conflict?” 
9 McCarthy, “These Are 5 Conflicts That Were Made Worse By Climate Change.” 
10 Ryan, “Stanford-Led Study Investigates How Much Climate Change Affects the Risk of Armed Conflict.” 

http://www.schumachercentre.org/blog/?p=26


Climate change most probably will also lead to new conflicts. As Werrell and Femia put it in                 

an article for the UNESCO, “climate change stresses on natural resources – combined with              

demographic, economic and political pressures on those resources – can degrade a nation’s             

capacity to govern itself. This includes its ability to meet its citizens’ demands for basic               

resources – like food, water, energy and employment – also known as its output legitimacy.               

The threat to output legitimacy can contribute to state fragility, internal conflict, and even              

state collapse.” This is especially dangerous for countries that are not stable to begin with,               11

so climate change could cause more civil wars around the world. But also conflicts between               

countries could arise because of climate change. Bigger and stronger countries with less             

resources due to climate change could start attacking and stealing resources from other             

countries. Or as Nick Whigham proclaims in the New York Post, “the wars of the future will                 

be fought over water, not oil.”  12

 

Major Countries and Organisations Involved 
IPCC: The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) is “an organization of            

governments that are members of the United Nations or WMO” and “provides regular             

assessments of the scientific basis of climate change, its impacts and future risks, and options               

for adaptation and mitigation.”  13

UNEP: The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is “the leading global           

environmental authority that sets the global environmental agenda, promotes the coherent           

implementation of the environmental dimension of sustainable development within the          

United Nations system, and serves as an authoritative advocate for the global environment.”             14

It also helps with preparedness and response to climate related crisis and conflicts and              

identify acute environmental risks.  15

Countries heavily affected by climate change: Though all countries are affected by climate             

change and rising temperatures, countries with long coastal lines, countries already prone to             

natural disasters and countries already affected by drought, famine and water shortage are             

impacted in a much bigger scale by climate change than others, as more frequent and intense                

11 Werrell and Femia, “Climate Change Raises Conflict Concerns.” 
12 Whigham, “The Wars of the Future Will Be Fought over Water Not Oil.” 
13 IPCC, “About.” 
14 UNEP, “About UN Environment.” 
15 UNEP, “What We Do - Preparedness and Response.” 



events of aforementioned type could either worsen existing conflicts or lead to more             

instability and conflict. This especially applies to the Horn of Africa, as that region is               

particularly vulnerable to climate related conflicts and instability.  16

 

Relevant UN Resolutions 
An important source to note is goal 13 of the Sustainable Development Goals, “take urgent               

action to combat climate change and its impacts.”  17

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/climate-change/ 

 

The Paris Climate Agreement is hugely influential when discussing climate change. All            

ratifying countries should try to achieve the goals set out in this plan. 

https://unfccc.int/files/essential_background/convention/application/pdf/english_paris_agree

ment.pdf 
 

Though this Resolution 2349 from 2017 focuses on the situation in Africa, it talks about the                

importance of climate change for security, showing the importance of this topic to the UN. 

https://undocs.org/S/RES/2349(2017) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16 Werrell and Femia, “Climate Change Raises Conflict Concerns.” 
17 United Nations, “Climate Change - United Nations Sustainable Development.” 

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/climate-change/
https://unfccc.int/files/essential_background/convention/application/pdf/english_paris_agreement.pdf
https://unfccc.int/files/essential_background/convention/application/pdf/english_paris_agreement.pdf
https://undocs.org/S/RES/2349(2017)


Previous Attempts to Solve the Issue 
“A New Climate for Peace: Taking Action on Climate and Fragility Risks”, was             

commissioned by members of the G7 group of nations. The report outlines seven             

“climate-fragility” risks that pose serious threats to global stability in the next decades and              

encourages five points to build resistance to the threat;  18

1. Global risk assessment 

The establishment of a unified risk assessment method to identify climate related risks             

and generate actionable conclusions. 

2. Food security 

Actions to mitigate risks posed by food insecurity should be taken in the short term. In                

the longer term, the enhancement of established strategies that promote the use of             

local supplies and boost local markets is needed. 

3. Disaster risk reduction 

Efforts should be shifted from managing crisis caused by disasters to managing risks,             

thereby, with more consistent investment in crisis prevention.  

4. Transboundary water disputes 

Local and national water management institutions must be strengthened. Any existing           

efforts allowing cooperation between governments in transboundary river basins         

should be extended. 

 

5. Building local resilience to climate-fragility risks 

Resilience was outlined as a crucial part to the development and solution. The report              

suggests that local actions for adaptation to climate change can be fostered and they              

work best with local entrepreneurship, engaged national leadership, and consistent          

international support. 

 

 

 

18 “Climate Change Poses Increasing Risks to Global Stability.” UNFCCC, United Nation Climate Change, 21               
Feb. 2017, unfccc.int/news/climate-change-poses-increasing-risks-to-global-stability. 

https://www.newclimateforpeace.org/


Rosemary DiCarlo, the Under-Secretary-General for Political and Peacebuilding Affairs,          

also stressed the need to focus on following three areas: 

● Developing stronger analytical capacity with integrated risk assessment frameworks. 

● Collecting stronger evidence base so good practices on climate risk prevention and            

management can be replicated in the field. 

● Building and reinforcing partnerships to leverage existing capacities within and          

outside the UN system.   19

19 United Nations News, “Climate Change Recognized as ‘threat Multiplier’, UN Security Council Debates Its               
Impact on Peace.” 



Possible Solutions 
● Declaring state of global climate emergency and taking actions accordingly 

● Giving and improving all humans access to water, even in drought periods 

● Setting up a disaster relief system for all disasters relating to climate change 

● Investing in research to prevent, aid or decrease the negative effects of climate change 

● Setting up guidelines for governments to act in war zones affected by climate change 

● Sending UN Peacekeepers to regions affected by conflict and climate change to both             

deliver short-term aid such as food and/or water supplies and long-term aid such as              

training local people how to solve climate change related problems like framing and             

living with low water supplies etc. 

● Giving NGOs wanting to help civilians in war zones by delivering food and/or water              

supplies the possibility and right to do so in every conflict zone without the fear of                

being attacked by the opposing entity 

● Declaring new, more effective and ambitious climate goals through a new climate            

agreement 

● Denying the existence of climate change and ignoring all negative consequences           

caused by global warming  
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