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Introduction 

Natural disasters have made a significant impact on education systems and children worldwide. Not only 

have they challenged the government and other stakeholders in providing access to education, but they have 

put countless children's lives at a major risk. Previous conducted studies have shown worrying trends and 

the possible consequences of climate change  that will likely affect 175 million children by natural hazard 

related disasters alone.1 Due to a range of factors involving age, physical ability, health conditions and 

dependency on caregivers, children are considered the most vulnerable group. However, they stand as the 

future of all societies therefore require the best care. Acknowledging that school age children spend most 

of their hours at school, this increases the possibility of a natural hazard striking during school-hours. For 

this reason, school facilities are expected to withstand disasters for the safety of the children and needs to 

work as a shelter in a post-disaster scenarios. As schools play a critical role for gathering the local 

community and re-establishing normality post disaster. Along with this, within safe school premises, 

essential supplementary nutrition for children need to be provided. With the addition of safe water and 

sanitation facilities. 

Key Terms 

Educational facilities: Any Equipment or building necessary for the publicly provided education to operate 

effectively and efficiently, such as: gym halls, art rooms, and science laboratories. 

Disasters: A disaster is a serious event that either short term or long term effects a population of individuals 

on either an economic, environmental or human levels, causing some sort of loss. Instances of disasters 

would be: Floods, Stock crashes and Volcano eruptions. 

School Safety: Schools or school-related activities where students are safe from violence, bullying, 

harassment and substance use.  

Crisis Management: Management and coordination of the school’s responses to an incident that threatens 

to harm, or has harmed, the organisation’s people, structures, valuables and/or reputation. It must 

dynamically deal with situations as they unfold, often in unpredictable ways. 

Background Knowledge 

Ensuring the safety of both children and school facilities throughout the years of which students attend 

primary and secondary school plays a key role in developing their full potential. However, where these safe 

learning environments are usually needed the most, are the least provided. There are many factors that 

hinder the safety of children in schools, the factors stand as conflict, poverty, natural disasters and 

inequality. 

Conflict 

Many regions are already both developmentally and economically struggle have a tendency to face the most 

difficulties providing the safety that these already exposed children desperately need. Such as the children 

attending school across West and Central Africa who are targeted by insurgent groups, such as the Boko 

 
1 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation, “School Safety,” UNESCO. March 15, 2015 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/special-themes/disaster-risk-reduction/school-safety/ 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/special-themes/disaster-risk-reduction/school-safety/
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Haram. Attacks and threats of violence originated by these terrorist organisations have forced more than 

9,000 schools in over eight countries since January 2018. As a result, 2 million children have been robbed 

of an education. 2 

Poverty 

Factors from discrimination and issues arising from poverty, clearly impacts the health of children. One 

such example of the safety and wellbeing being directly being affected in impoverished communities, would 

be the case of families living in extreme poverty being unable to provide proper nourishment for their 

children in the mornings. Recently published date from UNICEF reports that 19% of UK children under 

the age of 15 live with a respondent who is severely food insecure3. Several studies published by the Food 

Research and Action Center (FRAC) shows the clear correlation between consuming breakfast and 

improved academic performance, however, more importantly eating breakfast has also been shown to have 

decreased levels of “decreased anxiety, depression, and hyperactivity”4.  

Natural Disasters 

Natural disasters poses a different type of threat to the safety and well-being of vulnerable children, such 

as the earthquake in Nepal in 2015. Where more than 5000 persons died, many of them being children5 . 

Furthermore, the earthquake also destroyed many educational facilities thus preventing many students from 

attending school, thus obviating them of their human right to education. This is a trend that can be followed 

in many nations that lack the development or social infrastructure to quickly rebuild and compensate for 

the devastation that has been wrought.  

Inequality 

Inequality has been a worrying trend that threatens the safety of children, especially those who live under 

inadequate levels of social security. This topic poses a large threat on both an international and national 

level. This is reinforced in the dissimilarity between the quality of the education provided through the 

private sector and that provided by the state. Case in point would be the vast divergence simple between 

state offered educated in different states6, this disparity only becomes greater when top private institutions 

are compared to those offered by the state.7 

 
2 Lisa Schlein “UN: Conflict Robs Nearly 2 Million Children of Education in Africa” VOA News, August 23, 2019. 

https://www.voanews.com/africa/un-conflict-robs-nearly-2-million-children-education-africa 
3 Lambie-Mumford Hannah and Sims Lily  “Children’s experiences of food and poverty: the rise and implications of charitable 

breakfast clubs and holiday hunger projects in the UK.” SPERI British Political Economy Brief no.31, University of Sheffield, 

March 2018. http://speri.dept.shef.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/SPERI-Brief-31-Children%E2%80%99s-experiences-of-

food-and-poverty.pdf 
4 Katherine Baildon, “Breakfast and the Brain: How Eating Breakfast Impacts School Performance.” Healthy Food Choices In 

Schools, June 12, 2019. https://healthy-food-choices-in-schools.extension.org/breakfast-and-the-brain-how-eating-breakfast-

impacts-school-performance/ 
5 Nepal Earthquake Relief Underway Prepared by UNICEF of The United Nations, 25 Apr. 2015, 

https://www.unicefusa.org/stories/devastating-earthquake-hits-nepal/24231. 
6 Education Commission of the States. Constitutional obligations for public education. Denver, Co, March 2016. 

https://www.ecs.org/wp-content/uploads/2016-Constitutional-obligations-for-public-education-1.pdf 
7 Duncan, Kevin C., and Sandy Jonathan. “Explaining the Performance Gap between Public and Private School Students”. 

Eastern Economic Journal 33, no. 2 (2007): 177-191. https://www.jstor.org/stable/20642346?seq=1.  

https://www.voanews.com/africa/un-conflict-robs-nearly-2-million-children-education-africa
http://speri.dept.shef.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/SPERI-Brief-31-Children%E2%80%99s-experiences-of-food-and-poverty.pdf
http://speri.dept.shef.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/SPERI-Brief-31-Children%E2%80%99s-experiences-of-food-and-poverty.pdf
https://healthy-food-choices-in-schools.extension.org/breakfast-and-the-brain-how-eating-breakfast-impacts-school-performance/
https://healthy-food-choices-in-schools.extension.org/breakfast-and-the-brain-how-eating-breakfast-impacts-school-performance/
https://www.unicefusa.org/stories/devastating-earthquake-hits-nepal/24231.
https://www.ecs.org/wp-content/uploads/2016-Constitutional-obligations-for-public-education-1.pdf
https://www.jstor.org/stable/20642346?seq=1
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Major Countries and Organisations Involved 

 

UNESCO: The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation has committed to 

empowering schools with their communities. They work towards identifying the possible risks that the 

school can encounter, mapping out vulnerabilities and capacities as well as enhancing school safety. Along 

with the scientific support of the UNESCO Chair on Intersectional Safety for Disaster Risk Reduction and 

Resilience at the Safety and Protection, a methodology named the Visual Inspection for defining Safety 

Upgrading Strategies (VISUS). 

 

UNDRR: The UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction have set up the Comprehensive School Safety 

framework, which his aims to reduce the risks of all hazards to the education sector. This is achieved by 

focusing to promote disaster risk reduction as well as ensuring universal access to universal education. 

 

Indonesia: Indonesia has been faced with many natural disasters due to their geographical location, 

therefore the Government of Indonesia has shown strong commitment to ensuring school safety. In 2010, 

the Ministry of Education and Culture established the National Secretariat for Safe Schools issuing a 

circular letter that drew the mainstream attention to disaster risk reduction into the school curriculum. 

 

GPE: The Global Partnership for Education stands as a partnership and a fund. The GPE mobilizes both 

domestic and external investments to help governments build stronger education systems. This includes 

nations with high numbers of out-of-school children and low school completion rates. Nearly half of GPE 

partner countries are affected by fragility and conflict. The partnership has allocated US$5.3 billion in 

grants to reach children most in need, including US$2.4 billion to partner countries affected by fragility and 

conflict.8 

Relevant United Nations Resolutions 

S/RES/1612 (2005): Adopted by the Security Council at its 5235th meeting, on 26 July 2005. The resolution 

was on the topic of protecting and ending the recruitment of child soldiers. 

https://undocs.org/S/RES/1612(2005) 

 

S/RES/2427 (2018): Adopted by the Security Council at its 8305th meeting, on 9 July 2018. The resolution 

was on the topic of combating the recruitment of child soldiers by terrorist organizations and gorillas, 

together with assuming child soldiers to be victims.  

https://undocs.org/S/RES/2427(2018)  

 

 
8 Global Partnership of Education “GPE Impact,” GPE. December, 2019 

https://www.globalpartnership.org/results/gpe-impact 

https://undocs.org/S/RES/1612(2005)
https://undocs.org/S/RES/2427(2018)
https://www.globalpartnership.org/results/gpe-impact
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Previous Attempts to Solve the Issue 

Poverty and Health 

With school-age children commonly have the highest intensity of worm infection of any group, the World 

Health Organisation work towards producing the most cost-effective way to deliver deworming pills 

regularly to children (One pill costing US$0.02).9 Most commonly through schools, as they offer a readily 

available and sustained infrastructure with a skilled workforce that is in close contact with the local 

community. With the help of the regional health system, teachers now have a green light to deliver the 

drugs in a safe manner. The WHO has confirmed that it only takes a few hours of training for teachers to 

understand the rationale for deworming, how to give out the pills as well as keeping a record of their 

distribution. WHO aims to eliminate the effect caused by worm infections in children by 2020 by facilitating 

at least 75% of the estimated 873 million children in areas where the prevalence of infections are high. 

Possible Solutions 

There are many possible solutions to the complex issues of ensuring the safety of children throughout their 

education, however the real problem with the issue is that there  is no specific solution due to the nature of 

the issue and the variety of factors that can endanger children. However it is possible to split the issue into 

3 main categories; Political, Environmental and Economic.   

 

Political: Political problems such as corruption, inadequate social security or war could be 

prevented or solved through either International corporation putting the corrupt in front of the 

International Court of Justice (ICJ). The quality of social security in a country could be improved 

through the utilization of the World Trade Organization (WTO) putting economic pressure onto 

given nation through tariffs and quotas. The consequences of war could be diminished through 

deploying United Nation peacekeepers into perturbed regions. 

Environmental: Environmental problems such as substandard constructed educational facilities, 

which could be resolved through Non-Profit-Organizations dedicated to the construction of quality 

educational establishments through international funds. These rectified schools would also 

mitigate some of the damage created if a natural disaster was to occur. However, particularly in 

nations that are susceptible to flash floods or heavy monsoon seasons flood preventing resources 

such as sand bags or portable tubes. However more long term local education about river 

management and establishment of reservoirs. 

Economic: Economic problems such as low levels of economic growth, low levels of income and 

low levels of HDI growth are all factors that implicitly hinder children's safety in many member 

nations. Consequently, one solution to this would be UN subsidies that would encourage economic 

growth, thus leading to an increased ability to provide social security thus providing safety for the 

vulnerable children.  

 

 
9  The World Health Organization “School Deworming at a glance,” WHO. March, 2003 

https://www.who.int/intestinal_worms/resources/en/at_a_glance.pdf 

https://www.who.int/intestinal_worms/resources/en/at_a_glance.pdf
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