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Introduction 

The Israeli-Palestinian conflict is a venerable, ongoing and highly controversial conflict in the 

Middle East. The conflict itself dates back to the mid-20th century, in particular climaxing in 

1948 with the start of the Israeli-Palestinian War. In essence the roots of the conflict can be 

simplified and summarized as conflict between various ethnic and national groups due to a 

diverging interest in the area. This research report focuses on one of the consequences of the 

Israeli-Palestinian conflict in regard to displaced person. This conflict is of interest in the 

UNHCR due to the number of people which have had to emigrate as a result of the conflict. 

Refugees from the Israeli-Palestinian conflict are mostly found in Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, the 

Gaza Strip and the West Bank. Palestinian refugees chose to leave the land due to 

discriminatory laws such laws against freedom of religion. Although Palestine is an observing 

member state of the United Nations it is important to note that it is not recognized as a state by 

many countries. Furthermore it is important to note the role that the US plays in this conflict by 

supporting Israel and thus suppressing Palestine even further. 

 

Key Terms 

Displaced Persons – A person who is forced to leave their home country due to conflict or 

other crisis. Displaced persons can also be called refugees.  

Forced Migration – Is the involuntary migration of people due to political conflict, economic 

crisis etc. as well as due to natural, environmental or man-made disasters such as drought or 

severe pollution.  

Gaza Strip – A strip of land bordering Israel, which is self-governed by Palestinians. Although 

estimates vary, the Gaza Strip has approximately 1.4 million Palestinian refugees1. 

Migration – Moving from one place to another.  

Palestinian Refugee – Is defined as “persons whose normal place of residence was Palestine 

during the period 1 June 1946 to 15 May 1948, and who lost both home and means of livelihood 

as a result of the 1948 conflict”.2 

Refugee Camp – A settlement created to host refugees temporarily.  

West Bank – A territory bordering Israel and Jordan, containing 19 refugee camps for 

Palestinian displaced people. 

Zionism – A movement for the protection, establishment and development of a Jewish state. 

This has now become Israel.  

 

 

 
1 “Gaza Strip.” UNRWA, www.unrwa.org/where-we-work/gaza-strip. 
2
 “Palestine Refugees.” UNRWA, www.unrwa.org/palestine-refugees. 
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 Background Information 

The Israeli-Palestinian conflict is a multi-generational conflict in the Middle East between 

ethnic Palestinians and national Israelis. Palestinians are Arabs native to the territory of 

Palestine, whereas Israelis are nationals of Israel which are currently in control of some of the 

territory of Palestine. The conflict roots in disputes over whom should be in control of the land 

The “Two State Solution” as made by request of the United Kingdom in the United Nations is 

an attempt to solve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict by creating two states for the two different 

demographics; one for the Israelis and one for the Palestinians.  

 
Figure 1. Image to show how Israel has expanded over time.  

 

Israel has been able to expand its territory over time despite the strong disputes over the land. 

One of the reasons this has been successful is because of incidents such as the Six Day War, 

which took place in June of 1967 which was an advance from Israel in attempt to seize more 

land. In particular it is important to note the Israeli interest to establish a Jewish state as part of 

their motivation of wanting to possess the territory. Palestinians likewise wish to hold the land 

due to their heritage in coming from the area. Although the conflict itself is important to the 

topic, the complexities and history of migration in, out and around the area is vital both 

voluntary and forced is important, as it has changed a lot throughout time and is a great part of 

the conflict as a whole. Israel was first established with support from Britain for a Jewish state. 

Israel later declared independence from Britain in 1948. At this point in time it is estimated that 

750,000 Palestinian Arabs flee the territory3. In the coming 70 years the question of refugees 

as a result of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict has been a struggle, as Palestinians were refused 

the right to travel to Israel. The Palestinian refugees from the Palestinian territories is a central 

idea to this topic. The United Nations Relief and Work Agency for Palestine Refugees in the 

Near East (UNRWA) has been a part of setting up Palestinian refugee camps in Jordan, Lebanon 

and Syria as well as the Gaza Strip, the West Bank and East Jerusalem. This is where most 

Palestinian refugees are, numbering in total to around 1.5 million refugees4.  

 
3
 “Palestinian Territories - Timeline.” BBC News, BBC, 8 Apr. 2019, www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-

29362505 
4 “Palestine Refugees.” UNRWA, www.unrwa.org/palestine-refugees. 
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Major Countries and Organisations Involved 

Israel – A country created in 1948 as a result of the “Two State Solution” 

Jordan – Has received large numbers of Palestinian refugees throughout the conflict. 

Furthermore, has a peace treaty with Israel (The Jordan-Israeli Peace Treaty of 1994) to 

maintain friendly relations between the two countries.  

Lebanon – “Lebanon is home to Hezbollah, a virulently anti-Israel Shia Islamist group funded 

by Iran”.5 Lebanon is not likely to take part in or negotiate in any conflict solving in the near 

future. Lebanon has an approximate 475,000 Palestinian refugees6.  

Palestine – A state, not internationally acknowledged by all countries. Wants to establish a 

Palestinian sovereign state in the Palestinian territory.  

Syria – Has also received a great number of Palestinian refugees. Syria is hostile towards Israel, 

as an example the two countries have sanctions for their citizens to travel between the two 

countries.  

 

Relevant UN Resolutions: 

A/RES/212 (III): November 19th, 1948. This resolution is about the assistance to the refugees 

of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.  

https://www.unrwa.org/content/general-assembly-resolution-302 

 

A/RES/302 (IV): December 9th, 1948. Establishing the UNRWA to support the refugees from 

the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

https://unispal.un.org/DPA/DPR/unispal.nsf/0/AF5F909791DE7FB0852560E500687282 

 

A/RES/194 (III): December 11th, 1948: Allowing Palestinian refugees to return peacefully.  

https://mfa.gov.il/mfa/internatlorgs/mfadocuments/pages/united%20nations%20general%20as

sembly%20resolution%20194%20-ii.aspx 

 

Previous Attempts to Solve the Issue 

Throughout the years of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict many attempts have been made to solve 

the conflict, as seen by the vast amount of available United Nations resolutions on the topic. 

However, one particular important movement in the peace process of the Israeli-Palestinian 

conflict is the Oslo Accords in1992. Based on resolutions 242 and 338, the Oslo Accords was 

an agreement between Israel and Palestine on the terms of peace making in the conflict, the 

Accords were able to establish the Gaze Strip and the West Bank with limited Palestinian self-

governance. However, they did not successfully establish a Palestinian state.  

 

 
5
Beauchamp, Zack. “Why Are the US and Israel so Friendly?” Vox, Vox, 14 May 2018, 

www.vox.com/2018/11/20/18080080/israel-palestine-us-alliance. 
6 “Gaza Strip.” UNRWA, www.unrwa.org/where-we-work/gaza-strip. 

 

https://www.unrwa.org/content/general-assembly-resolution-302
https://unispal.un.org/DPA/DPR/unispal.nsf/0/AF5F909791DE7FB0852560E500687282
https://mfa.gov.il/mfa/internatlorgs/mfadocuments/pages/united%20nations%20general%20assembly%20resolution%20194%20-ii.aspx
https://mfa.gov.il/mfa/internatlorgs/mfadocuments/pages/united%20nations%20general%20assembly%20resolution%20194%20-ii.aspx
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Possible Solutions: 

In order to solve the question of refugees of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, a solution to the 

conflict itself must be attempted. There are two popular solutions are the “two-state” and “one-

state” solutions. The “two state” solution suggesting that the land be distributed between Israel 

and Palestine, whereas the “one-state” solution suggests that either one of the countries are 

given the full power over the region. This can help explore what can be done about displaced 

persons of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.  
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