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Introduction: 

 Natural hazards like diseases and tsunamis affect all citizens of this planet. Natural hazards 

are life-threatening to all, but there is a correlation between social status and danger from natural 

hazards. The geographical natural hazards, such as tsunamis and earthquakes, are uncontrollable 

and certain areas of the planet are more affected than others – but what areas are affected is 

controlled by geography and not social statues. The biological hazards, like diseases, are not 

naturally targeting certain social classes or genders either – however both biological and 

geographical natural hazards seem to affect people of lower social status more than people of higher 

status – some are simply more vulnerable to natural hazards. This is because people of lower social 

status has a higher risk of not being able to get medical help or other necessary remedies. Women’s 

vulnerability to natural hazards can be minimized by changing their status in society. 1 This topic is 

one of great importance as natural hazards are life-threatening and it is important that all citizens of 

the Earth have an equal and optimal chance of surviving.  

 

Definition of Key Terms: 

Natural hazards: natural hazards are natural phenomena that occur from nature and have a 

negative impact on human beings or the environment. There are two types: biological, such as 

diseases, and geographical, such as volcanic eruptions. 2 

 

Background Information: 

 Natural hazards, one can only assume, have been occurring on this planet for as long as the 

planet has been existing as they are natural phenomena caused by the movement on Earth and its 

many complicated systems. However, natural hazards have been increasing in danger and threat to 

human kind over the years – and it is the fault of human beings. The rapidly changing climate is 

disrupting Earth’s normal cycles and causing growth in the degree of natural hazards – for example 

 
1 ResearchGate, Vulnerability to Natural Hazards, 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/310052407_Vulnerability_to_Natural_Hazards_A_Gender_Perspective_in_Di

sasters  

2 Wikipedia, Natural Hazards, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Natural_hazard  

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/310052407_Vulnerability_to_Natural_Hazards_A_Gender_Perspective_in_Disasters
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/310052407_Vulnerability_to_Natural_Hazards_A_Gender_Perspective_in_Disasters
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Natural_hazard


the rising temperatures is causing sea-level risings, intensified droughts, and heavier flooding and 

about 400 extreme weather conditions occur every year.3  

 

As aforementioned, the vulnerability to natural hazards are linked with many social and 

economic factors. The vulnerability is determined by access to opportunities and power as well as 

resources. Vulnerability changes through economic-, class-, race-, and gender-groups. Women are 

in general more vulnerable to natural hazards – in some areas the survivors of natural hazards were 

75% men and only 25% women. 4 The reason women are in a more vulnerable position is because 

of the inequality found between the different genders – and this inequality is rooted many years 

back. As far as literature goes back, with a few exceptions of course, women are always placed as 

the fragile, caregiving figure, that has no other role but giving birth to the children, taking care of 

them, and abiding to the man of the house. Women are the ones left to clean up the mess as they are 

the ones taking care of the cleaning up – and the men must go out and make a living for the family. 

Even though some research suggests that women have been hunting and doing the physically hard 

work a long side the man during the Viking age and earlier, the past hundreds of years have been 

years of putting women under the rule of the man. In general, the women are also more vulnerable 

as they, in many cases, are more dependent on others for their own survival. The recent years there 

has been put much more focus on the status of women and the women’s position has been greatly 

improved – but women are still in many countries oppressed and kept without rights and many 

more steps will have to be taken to secure women’s status in society and thereby minimize 

women’s vulnerability to natural hazards.  

 

 

Major Countries and Organizations Involved: 

- India was the country with the most citizens, at about 333million, affected by natural 

hazards. At the same time, India is a country with great inequality amongst the genders. 5 

- Generally, developing countries might not geographically be at a higher risk of natural 

hazards but they have a harder time battling diseases and providing first aid when the 

 
3 OXFAM, 5 natural disasters that beg for climate action, https://www.oxfam.org/en/5-natural-disasters-beg-climate-

action  

4 ResearchGate, Vulnerability to Natural Hazards 

5 Worldatlas, Countries Most Prone to Natural Disasters,  https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/countries-with-the-

deadliest-natural-disasters.html  

https://www.oxfam.org/en/5-natural-disasters-beg-climate-action
https://www.oxfam.org/en/5-natural-disasters-beg-climate-action
https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/countries-with-the-deadliest-natural-disasters.html
https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/countries-with-the-deadliest-natural-disasters.html


hazards do occur – at the same time many developed countries also have a higher rate of 

gender-related inequality. 

 

Relevant UN Resolutions: 

- 73/231 Disaster Risk Reduction was passed on the 20th of December 2018 – it is to battle 

the risk of natural disasters and natural hazards. Available at: 

https://www.unisdr.org/files/resolutions/A_RES_73_231_E.pdf  

- 70/219 Women in development was passed on the 22nd of December 2015 – it is an in-

depth resolution focused on bringing women and men to an equal state. Available at: 

https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/generalassembly/docs/global

compact/A_RES_70_219.pdf  

 

all of those by the CSW, UNWomen, UNEP, UNDRR, and so forth. 

 

Previous Attempts to Solve the Issue: 

Many attempts have been made to solve climate change, inequality and so forth but not 

enough as all the problems are still existing all over the globe. Many separate attempts have been 

made to solve the problems over the past many years. The UN alone has passed hundreds of 

resolutions on small areas of this grand problem. The problems are often looked at with no 

correlation to each other as the UNDRR looks at lowering the number of natural hazards occurring, 

and the CSW focuses on the status of women in society, while the UNEP focuses on the 

environment – this might be an explanation for why the attempts have not worked. This problem is 

one of many problems brought together in one and all factors need to be considered to solve it.  

 

Possible Solutions: 

A possible solution would be aiming for lowering the number of natural hazards occurring so 

people and women in general are exposed to fewer, but this alone is not going to do the trick in 

minimizing women’s vulnerability to natural hazards and it is in many ways not possible to do. 

However, if the number of natural hazards is lowered and women’s status improved in society at the 

same time, progress might be seen. To improve the status of women it is important that women are 

given equal education and possibilities as men. For equality to occur the social norms must be 

https://www.unisdr.org/files/resolutions/A_RES_73_231_E.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/generalassembly/docs/globalcompact/A_RES_70_219.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/generalassembly/docs/globalcompact/A_RES_70_219.pdf


broken in many countries, developed countries must develop into an equal society for all, and 

sexism must come to an end. For sexism to come to an end it is important to educate both girls and 

boys on women’s status, it is important to make women having power a natural thing – but this is a 

progress that takes many years. However, if we start now by aiming for building an equal society, 

with equal education, equal pay, and equal rights for all, then we will get far.  

Another important step is of course to target natural disasters specifically, as changing society 

will take many years, something else must be done to help at this current time. Setting up a task 

force dealing specifically with natural disasters and women’s vulnerability to them would be a great 

start. This task force could focus on getting help to areas affected by natural disasters, educating 

people in what to do when natural disasters occur, raising awareness of how to prevent natural 

disasters – and of course throughout all the work focus on women’s position in these natural 

disasters and mainly how to aid them.  

Both focusing on women’s status and natural disasters, combining the two to target the problem 

from all fronts possible, is a possible and reasonable way to target women’s vulnerability to natural 

hazards – and thereby minimize their vulnerability to get an overall more equal society.  
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