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Introduction: 
Due to the recent interest in the environment, there are increasing calls to translate climate 

change knowledge into action in new innovative ways. Such calls are not new, yet they are 

often based on the assumption that more solution-oriented knowledge about environmental 

problems will lead to desired outcomes. These challenges are no longer ignorable, as they have 

triggered fierce debates and controversies across all sectors and classes of society, finally 

infiltrating the ivory towers of academia and the government. Yet, the people are aware of the 

crisis occurring thanks to science and the media, but hardly any attention is paid to their own 

contribution toward the issue, and they ignore the underlying causes of climate change.   In 

terms of Climate Change and Climate action, the knowledge/action gap has not received much 

attention. The UN has, with thorough research, become aware of the impact climate change and 

global warming, however, has struggled to implement policies regarding the issue into member 

states. This research report will explore the issues regarding the knowledge-action gap, 

conferences, meetings and policies on the agenda, and information addressing the knowledge-

action gap’s origins and progress.  

 

Key words:  
Knowledge-Action gap: The “knowledge action gap” addresses the values, attitudes and 

knowledge of an individual is not fully correlate to their actions, it describes the difference 

between what people say and do. 

Climate action: An action that is fighting the consequences of climate change. 

 

Background Information 
In terms of Climate Change and Climate action, the knowledge/action gap has seen an 

exceeding lack of attention and is ultimately incapable of grasping the world’s full attention to 

address this urgent crisis. The “they can talk the talk, but can they walk the walk” can be an 

applicable phrase addressing the lack of action taken by the government and powerful 

organisations. These, despite the outbreak in scientific discoveries proving the rapid and 

dangerous consequences of dismissing climate action, have chosen to ignore taking action. This 

knowledge action gap can be reduced by increasing the worldwide knowledge on the climate 

crisis or/and by decreasing the effort that is needed to take action. Our broad knowledge of 

climate change as so strong and our effort/action to weak that the line at which these points lie 

are so far together; our prime goal is to ensure the gap between these two concepts is minimal.  

The UN has, with thorough research, become aware of the impact climate change and global 

warming, however, has struggled to implement policies regarding the issue into member states. 

It is important to note that the climate crisis has been centered to blame large companies and 

organisations and hold the government responsible. However, human beings as individuals are 

also responsible for the climate change effects and should equally improve their lifestyles, just 

as the government and companies should improve their policies. Thereby, individual lifestyles 

also seek change as we must perceive our personal lives on a much broader scale, by changing 



 
 

2 

 

our habits as a large population to not buy plastic bags and reduce meet consumption. These 

are examples in with individual actions, can amount to something bigger. 

The Earth Summit Conference that took place in Brazil June 4-13th in 1992 (also called 

UNCED)1 certainly spread the knowledge gained about climate justice and global warming 

(and this was affirmed at the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD)2 held in 

Johannesburg, South Africa from 26 August to 4 September 2002), however, the UN has seen 

little policies implemented that act to protect the climate. The Institute for Global 

Environmental Strategies (IGES)3 has made research to fill the knowledge action gap since 

1998. The IGES White Paper (2004)4 was created and designed to analyse today’s 

environmental issues as well as spread awareness of the strategies that can be used to act against 

climate change, focusing particularly on Asian and Pacific regions.  It was hoped that the 

process and outcome of the White Paper would promote dynamic partnerships and contribute 

to bridge scientific knowledge generation and policy decision-making.  

Most recently, the Paris Agreement (United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 

Change)5 is dealing with greenhouse-gas-emissions mitigation, adaptation, and finance, signed 

in 2016. 

Many nations have already acted against climate change, as well as implementing policies 

addressing the knowledge action gap. In the US, West Virginia, Fairfax county has designed a 

policy stating that each student in the seventh through 12th grades will be permitted to skip 

school one day per school year to protest. Fairfax County in Northern Virginia, home to 188,000 

students, will implement its new “civic engagement activities” policy next month. It’s the 

dawning of a new day in student activism, and school systems everywhere are going to have to 

be responsive to it. The power of student activism is growing, as showcased in the last two 

years by the students in Parkland, Florida, who survived a mass shooting in their school, and 

the youth climate movement worldwide. Greta Thunberg, the 16-year-old climate activist-

turned international celebrity, skipped school for weeks to urge action against climate change, 

and then helped establish a regular protest every Friday that spread among students throughout 

the world. The new policy may well encourage students who have never protested before to 

take a day off to march or sit-in.  

 

Major Organisations and Countries involved:  
Nations considered the top of the class for acting against climate change include: 

 
1UN Knowledge Platform , UNCED Earth Summit. 1992. 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/milestones/unced 
2UN Knowledge Platform, WSSD. 2002 https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/milesstones/wssd 
3IGES, Greening Integration. 2015 https://archive.iges.or.jp/en/pmo/wp5.html 
4Ibid  
5UNFCCC, The Paris Agreement. https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-

agreement 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/milestones/unced
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/milesstones/wssd
https://archive.iges.or.jp/en/pmo/wp5.html
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-agreement
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-agreement
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Morocco: According to CAT, Morocco is one of only two countries with a plan to reduce its 

CO2 emissions to a level consistent with limiting warming to 1.5 degrees C. 

Morocco’s National Energy Strategy calls for generating 42 percent of its electricity production 

from renewables by 2020, and 52 percent by 2030. Already it is at 35 percent, not least because 

of investment in such projects as the Noor Ouarzazate complex, the largest concentrated solar 

farm in the world, which covers an area the size of 3,500 football fields, it generates enough 

electricity to power two cities the size of Marrakesh.  

 

The Gambia: The Gambia is the other country with a 1.5 degrees C emissions reduction 

strategy. As with Morocco, one of its principal pathways to reduction is the use of renewables, 

in the form of a program that will increase the country’s electricity capacity by one-fifth partly 

through construction of one of the largest photovoltaic plants in West Africa. The country has 

also launched a large project to restore 10,000 hectares of forests, mangroves, and savannas. It 

is also replacing flooded rice paddies with dry upland rice fields and promoting adoption of 

efficient cook stoves to reduce the overuse of forest resources. 

 

India: India has emerged as a global leader in renewable energy, and in fact it is investing more 

in them than it is in fossil fuels. Having established a goal of generating 40 percent of its power 

through renewables by 2030, its progress has been so rapid that it could easily reach that target 

a decade early. 

 

The European Union has also been particularly focused on striving for climate action as they 

hope to reduce carbon emissions by 2030. However, the nations within the EU have come to 

realise their abilities to achieve a reduction in carbon see wide varieties. Malta, for example, 

plans to reduce carbon emissions by only 10%, whereas Sweden strives for a 49% reduction.  

 

Nations where citizens are climate conscious and aim for environmentally friendly 

lifestyles include the following: 

Switzerland, with a sustainability rating of 87.42, followed by France (83.95), Denmark 

(81.60), Malta (80.9) and Sweden (80.51). 

In Switzerland, no is a no-land-fill policy, preventing large scale land pollution. Recycling is 

free, and there is a fine who those who chose to dispose of their garbage rather than recycle it. 

In Denmark, citizens receive money for returning cans, plastic bottles and glasses to be 

recycled. 16-year-old Swedish Activist Greta Thunberg founded the #FridaysForFuture protest, 

which has inspired young students around the world to strike from school to protest from 

climate change. Since Thunberg’s rise in fame, education has seen a focus of science, primarily 

climate change. Education on climate action has seen an increase in almost all developed 

countries, including the United States. 

 

Other Nations such as the UK, Norway and China have promised to achieve an appreciated 

change in carbon emissions and renewable energy use.  

http://giz-energy.ma/energy-context/national-energy-strategy/?lang=en
https://www.cnn.com/2019/02/06/motorsport/morocco-solar-farm-formula-e-spt-intl/index.html
https://www.solarpaces.org/csp-technologies/csp-how-it-works/
https://www.solarpaces.org/csp-technologies/csp-how-it-works/
http://northafricapost.com/28711-gambia-secures-e142-million-for-solar-project-africa.html
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/story/gambia-building-resilience-changing-climate
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Countries considered ‘barely trying’ include the United States of America, Ukraine, Russia, 

Saudi Arabia and Turkey.  

 

The United States has even signalled its intent to retract from the Paris Agreement in 2020. 

 

Relevant UN resolutions: 
The UN Climate Change Conference COP 256 (2 – 13 December 2019) took place under the 

Presidency of the Government of Chile and was held with logistical support from the 

Government of Spain. The resolution on declaring a climate and environmental emergency was 

adopted with 429 votes for, 225 votes against and 19 abstentions.  

 

The European Parliament also adopted a resolution on COP25 with 430 votes for, 190 votes 

against and 34 abstentions. The goals within the resolution that was passed at the conference 

included: 

● Commission must ensure all proposals are aligned with 1.5 °C target, 

● EU should cut emissions by 55% by 2030 to become climate neutral by 2050, 

● Calls to reduce global emissions from shipping and aviation. 

The resolution illustrates action taken by the UN to combat climate change. With the lack of 

action taken in regards to the many scientific discoveries that emphasize the effects and 

consequences of climate change, this resolution portrays great improvement within the 

government; we can see improvement amongst larger organizations with power; this is, 

however, not enough, for the rapidly occurring rise in global temperatures will overtake our 

slow reactions to these discoveries. 

 

Previous attempts to solve the Issue: 
Many attempts have been made not only by large organisations but by individuals themselves.  

 

Companies such as IKEA have ensured 100% of their cotton supports the Better Cotton 

campaign, and 50% of their wood from sustainable foresters. Furthermore, like, the sports brand 

Patagonia, Nike7 also uses post-consumer recycled materials in some of its products, including 

its 2011 World Cup jerseys.  They’re also making it easier for designers to make green choices 

with an app that helps you compare the environmental footprint of different fabrics. Nike has 

also redesigned its boxes to reduce packaging, committed to eliminating chemical discharges, 

invested in energy efficiency in its factories and more. Nike is also partnering with NASA and 

other government agencies to spark innovation in chemistry to green the processing of raw 

materials into goods. 

 

On another note, veganism is a lifestyle that has, in recent years, become an internet trend that 

has massively improved the farming industry and reduced the carbon footprint of many 

 
6UNFCC, COP25, 2019. https://unfccc.int/cop25 

 

https://www.greenbiz.com/blog/2011/02/09/how-nikes-green-design-saved-82m-plastic-bottles
http://www.fastcodesign.com/1672949/nike-launches-a-new-app-to-help-designers-choose-green-materials
http://cleantechies.com/2012/02/13/top-ten-sustainability-initiatives-of-nike/
http://www.environmentalleader.com/2015/01/26/nike-nasa-bring-green-chemistry-ideas-to-market/
https://unfccc.int/cop25
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individuals. As animal farming requires high volumes of water and resources in comparison to 

plant-based products, people around the world have chosen to adjust their diets in order to 

preserve the planet. Young adults are resorting to only plant based products, ranging from food 

to beverages to clothing. 

Climate strikes have been the youths’ technique to demand action from the government to 

combat climate change. Protests consisting of thousands of students, as well as parents and 

teachers attend the demonstrations in hopes to receive a response or reaction from the 

government. Many believe there is no point in an education if there is no future, and the young 

generations are furious to believe the leaders of today will leave the consequences of climate 

change up to the leaders of tomorrow, and by the time new politicians and influencers rise, it 

may be too late and the changes made by pollution are irreversible. 

 

Possible Resolutions:  
 

Solutions to look into for this topic have to do with the increasing of knowledge or the decrease 

of effort to act on climate change. Possible solutions on the agenda of the knowledge action gap 

could include: 

● The formation of a taskforce addressing the education of climate change and the 

environment, not only for the youth but also for the older generations. 

● Motions to improve recycling methods and the materials of waste products, such as 

enforcing more biodegradable materials over harmful, synthetic products. This could be 

done by making recycling mandatory and fining those who do not recycle. Another 

could be decreasing taxes on products that are more climate friendly.  

● Designing programs that encourage environment friendly lifestyles, to improve 

individuals’ actions to combat climate change.  

● Promoting the use of environment friendly living through government subsidising eco-

friendly transport methods, such as reducing public transport fare or making bicycle 

paths. 

● Offering reduced taxes to eco-friendly citizens that live through specific programmes.  

● Informing citizens of climate change through the media, celebrities, film, art etc. 

More of these solutions can be included, where it is easier, cheaper or better for a citizen to 

adhere to eco-friendly and climate friendly methods, rather than polluting ones. This can also 

be done on a large scale through companies, by promoting and mandating eco-friendly 

substitutes and by urging them to invest in developing products that are better for the 

environment. 
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