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Introduction: 
The first topic of the Sixth Committee of the General Assembly (LEGAL) is the question of the 
legalization of sex work.  Sex work, described by Anne Keegan in the Chicago Tribune as the 
‘world’s oldest profession’, is a complicated issue, having been practiced throughout ancient and 
modern culture.  While the vast majority of organizational entities back — or denounce — various 
legislation with the goal of ensuring the human rights of sex workers, there is much debate 
surrounding what methods work and what legislation has negative effects.  Delegates in the Legal 
Committee should know their countries’ position on sex work and the legislation in their countries, 
and should act accordingly to solve the issue at hand. 
 
Definition of Key Terms: 

Sex work is the practice of engaging in sexual intercourse, or other sexual activity, in 
exchange for money or other goods. 
Sex workers are women, men, and transgender (or other non-binary) people who engage 
in sex work, providing sexual activity in exchange for money or other goods.  Sex workers 
can also have a variety of sexualities and can engage in sex work accordingly. 
Transgender describes people who have a gender identity differing from the one which 
they were assigned at birth.  While this research report will not discuss sex work in regard 
to gender demographics, it is worth noting that transgender people are disproportionally, 
in comparison with their percent of the population, involved as sex workers.  
Clients are people who pay sex workers money or other goods in exchange for sexual 
activity. 
Pimps are people who solicit clients for a sex worker or brothel.  This term is commonly 
used to refer to male solicitors of clients, although it will be used without regard to gender 
in this research report. 
Brothels are buildings where organized sex work takes place. 
Third Parties are people who are part of outside roles in sex work.  For example, arranging 
meeting between clients and sex workers.  Third party roles differ in activities, as well as 
in influence and power over sex work and sex workers, from place to place. 
Sexually Transmitted Infections (STI) are infections which are spread through sexual 
activity, including, but not limited to, sexual intercourse. 
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Background Information: 
 Main Legislation Models1,2,3[whole body] 

Prohibitionism is the complete Criminalization of sex work, including the selling of sex, 
the buying of sex, solicitation, and organized sex work.  Prohibitionism is based off of the 
belief that making sex work illegal will curb the practice, preventing dangerous activities 
such as human trafficking and child sex work, as well as preventing abusive activities by 
sex workers.  Additionally, prohibitionists generally have large criticisms of other systems 
of legislation.  For example, it can be argued that legalizing sex work creates a surplus of 
demand due to the social acceptability, as well as the increased access for locals and for 
sex tourists, which means that individuals are inclined to meet this demand, leading to 
increased rates of human trafficking and underage sex work.  However, downsides to 
prohibitionism can be shown, for example by a 2018 review, published in the journal PLOS 
Medicine, written by Lucy Platt and Pippa Grenfell, that showed that sex workers are more 
likely to be the subject of violence, abuse, and bad health in countries where sex work is 
illegal.  Additionally, the review claimed that sex workers, in a country where their practice 
is criminalized and they suffered arrest, imprisonment, and extortion by police officers, 
were as much as three times as likely to go through sexual of physical violence at the hands 
of a client, and were two times as likely to have an STI, such as HIV, when compared to 
their counterparts living in countries with legalized sex work.  According to the review, 
sex workers in countries with prohibitionist laws were also more likely to engage in risky, 
potentially dangerous, encounters; getting into a car without prior negotiation of terms, etc. 
Abolitionism is a legislation model consisting of a legalization of selling and buying sex, 
while all organized sex work is prohibited, including brothels, pimping, and other 
solicitation of sex.  Abolitionism is likely founded on the belief that ending the solicitation 
of sex and making brothels illegal will decrease human trafficking and involuntary sex 
work.  However, as a British man said, according to the Guardian:   

 
1 "Current Publications: Law, justice and rights: Prostitution: A Review of Legislation in Selected Countries (PRB 
03-29E)." Library of Parliament. Accessed 7 Mar. 2018. 
 
2 "Document 11352: Prostitution – Which Stance to Take?" Parliamentary Assembly, Council of Europe, 9 July 2007, 
assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/XRef/X2H-Xref-ViewHTML.asp?FileID=11596&Lang=EN. 
 
3 Boseley, Sarah. "Criminalisation of Sex Work Normalises Violence, Review Finds." The Guardian, 11 Dec. 2018, 
www.theguardian.com/society/2018/dec/11/criminalisation-of-sex-work-normalises-violence-review-finds. 
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Neo-Abolitionism, also known as the Nordic Model System, is another legislation model, 
where both organized sex work (brothels, pimping, solicitation) and the buying of sex are 
illegal, while selling sex is legal; sex workers do not commit any crimes, while other parties 
do commit illegal acts. Neo-abolitionism takes into account that sex workers often have 
backgrounds which make then vulnerable, while buyers of sex are often not, and therefore 
is implemented with the belief that it will protect sex workers.  However, the 
aforementioned review also had criticism of this system, according to the Guardian.  The 
Guardian quotes several Canadian sex workers, in reference to a 2014 law passed there 
implementing the Nordic Model System: 

 
Legalization is a legislation model where sex work is not illegal, although legislation is 
used to regulate the sex work.  The extent of regulation varies by country and region.  Some 
methods of regulation include work permits and tolerance zones (e.g. Red Light Districts 
in 17th Century Japan).  Legalization with regulation can be used in order to protect sex 
workers, although the criticism given by the aforementioned review, present in an article 
by the Gaurdian, showed that activity can still run into conflict with the law.  For example, 
for sex workers, the safest scenario can be described as when they are working on a shared 
compound, as this provides greater security.  However, under many legal standards, this is 
the description of a brothel, which is illegal.  Therefore, legalization can still, in fact, put 
sex workers in dangerous positions. 
Decriminalization is when sex work is not illegal and is not regulated.  Decriminalizing 
sex work can create a better and safer environment for sex workers, also helping to remove 
any social stigma.  An example of a country using this legislation model is New Zealand.  
Conversely to the other legislation models, the article published by the Guardian, 
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referencing the previously mentioned review, appears to endorse decriminalization, giving 
quotes by several sex workers to back up its apparent stance. 

 

 
 
Major Organizations and Countries Involved: 

New Zealand is the only country in the world to have adopted a legislation model based 
around decriminalization, with it not being illegal to buy sex, to work as a sex worker, or 
to operate a brothel, although it is against the law for third parties to facilitate sex work 
with a minor, someone under the age of 18; it is also illegal to do sex work while on a 
temporary visa in New Zealand.  This legislation was adopted into New Zealand in 2003 
by The Prostitution Reform Act.  According to the New Zealand Prostitutes’ [or Sex 
Workers’] Collective (NZPC), the act was implemented to “decriminalization prostitution 
(while not endorsing or morally sanctioning prostitution or its use) and to create a 
framework that — Safeguards the human rights of sex workers and protects them from 
exploitation; Promotes the welfare and occupational health and safety of sex workers; Is 
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conducive to public health; Prohibits the use in prostitution of persons under 18 years of 
age; Implements certain other related reforms.”4 
 
United States of America has sex work laws vary by locality, although all states and 
territories have criminalized sex work, with the exception of Nevada, where laws vary by 
jurisdiction.  The United States of America also does have several laws at the federal level 
prohibiting sex work, although most of these laws deal with ‘aliens’ and the military, as 
well as the prohibition of child sex work.5 
 
Sweden became the first country to adopt the legislation model now known as the Nordic 
Model System, or neo-abolitionism, in 1999.6  Since, countries such as Canada and the 
Netherlands have also adopted this system of legislation. 
 
The Human Rights Watch has expressed its support for the ‘full decriminalization of 
consensual adult sex work’.  The HRW’s full positions on sex work, with explanation, can 
be found here; this is advisable to read.7 
 
Amnesty International has also demonstrated its support for the decriminalization of 
consensual adult sex work, similar to the HRW.  Likewise to the position of the HRW, that 
of Amnesty is greatly advisable to read, and can be found on their website.8 
 
UN Women has expressed that it is against the decriminalization of sex work, claiming 
that it could increase violence against sex workers.  The organization drew criticism for 
these remarks, with many claiming that it is taking sides in the matter.9   

 
4 "NZPC > The New Zealand Model." NZPC > New Zealand Prostitutes Collective, www.nzpc.org.nz/The-New-
Zealand-Model. 
 
5  "US Federal and State Prostitution Laws and Related Punishments." Prostitution ProCon.org -- Should 
Prostitution Be Legal?, prostitution.procon.org/view.resource.php?resourceID=000119. 
 
6  "Outlawing the Purchase of Sex Has Been Key to Sweden's Success in Reducing Prostitution." Vancouver Sun, 21 
Sept. 2016, vancouversun.com/opinion/columnists/outlawing-the-purchase-of-sex-has-been-key-to-swedens-
success-in-reducing-prostitution. 
 
7  "Why Sex Work Should Be Decriminalized." Human Rights Watch, 7 Aug. 2019, 
www.hrw.org/news/2019/08/07/why-sex-work-should-be-decriminalized. 
 
8  "Q&A: Policy to Protect the Human Rights of Sex Workers." Amnesty International, www.amnesty.org/en/qa-
policy-to-protect-the-human-rights-of-sex-workers/. 
 
9  Crossette, Barbara. "UN Women Is Criticized for Appearing to Take Sides on Decriminalizing 'Sex Work'." 
PassBlue, 15 Nov. 2019, www.passblue.com/2019/10/17/un-women-is-criticized-for-appearing-to-take-sides-on-
decriminalizing-sex-work/. 
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United Nations has also, albeit in 2013, expressed its recommendation that countries 
decriminalize sex work.  The UN drew criticism for its apparent stance on the issue from 
former sex workers and anti-trafficking groups.  It is advisable to read this article detailing 
exactly what the issue was.10 

 
Relevant UN Resolutions and Reports: 
Godwin, John. "Sex Work and the Law: In Asia and the Pacific." UNDP - United Nations 
Development Programme, UNDP Asia-Pacific Regional Centre and UNFPA Asia Pacific 
Regional Office, in partnership with UNAIDS, Asia Pacific Network of Sex Workers (APNSW), 
Oct. 2012, www.undp.org/content/dam/undp/library/hivaids/English/HIV-2012-
SexWorkAndLaw.pdf. 
 
Previous Attempts to Solve the Issue: 
New Zealand decriminalized sex work in 2003, becoming the first and only country to do so.  The 
legislation model appears to have been successfully implemented in New Zealand, evident from 
its continued existence as well as continued support in New Zealand for the law, and while few [if 
any] other countries approve of the legislation model, it has been endorsed by numerous 
organizations and sex workers. 
 
Sweden’s 1999 adoption of what is now known as the Nordic Model System was also a previous 
attempt to solve the issue, with the aforementioned targets of the decision being to decrease sex 
work as a whole while protecting the sex workers themselves.  While countries such as France, 
Argentina, and India, to name a few, have followed suit, sex workers themselves do not appear to 
approve of the law, according to the aforementioned article from the Gaurdian, which states that 
the law actually makes it more dangerous for sex workers - near equivalent to complete 
criminalization. 
 
However, no large scale international effort has been made to address the issue, other than 
endorsements of various legislation models by international organizations; this is something which 
delegates should aim to change in the Legal Committee of BIGMUN 2020. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
10  Walters, Joanna. "Campaigners Protest Against United Nations Stance on Prostitution." The Guardian, 21 Sept. 
2013, www.theguardian.com/society/2013/sep/21/united-nations-prostitution-sex-trafficking. 
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Possible Solutions: 
List of Priorities, according to Fondation Scelles:11 

 
The Human Rights Watch suggests that governments decriminalize sex work and to ensure that 
any regulations are nondiscriminatory and comply with international human rights law.12 
Amnesty International has advocated for laws to be implemented to: 

● Protect sex workers from harm and from discrimination 
● Ensure that sex workers can participate in the development of laws/policies that affect them 

in regard to the sex industry 
● Further ensure that sex workers have access to ‘health, education, and employment 

options.’13 

However, it is important to note that very few GOVERNMENTS actually advocate for 
decriminalization, and that delegates need to follow their countries’ policies in the committee. 
 
 
 

 
11  User, Super. "International Law Defines Prostitution As a Human Rights Violation." Exploitation Sexuelle : 
Prostitution, Proxénétisme, Tourisme Sexuel, www.fondationscelles.org/fr/tribunes/134-international-law-defines-
prostitution-as-a-human-rights-violation. 
 
12  "Why Sex Work Should Be Decriminalized." Human Rights Watch, 7 Aug. 2019, 
www.hrw.org/news/2019/08/07/why-sex-work-should-be-decriminalized. 
 
13  "Q&A: Policy to Protect the Human Rights of Sex Workers." Amnesty International, www.amnesty.org/en/qa-
policy-to-protect-the-human-rights-of-sex-workers/. 
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